THE PROTESTANT 


Editor: KENNETH LESLIE 


Contributing Editor: PIERRE VAN PAASSEN 


Associate Editors: 


JAMEs L. ADAMS, JOSEPH BRAININ, BEN RICHARDSON, GERALD RICHARDSON 


Managing Editor: JAMES M. FREEMAN 


RUTH NANDA ANSHEN 
Leg H. BALL 

RUSSELL C. BARBOUR 

C. HARRISON BECKER 
G. A. BORGESE 

DWIGHT J. BRADLEY 
OTTO BRAND 
HENRIETTA BUCKMASTER 
JEROME DAVIS 

JOSEPH F. FLETCHER 
PAUL J.FOLINO) 
STEPHEN H. FRITCHMAN 
H. M. GoocH 

ANTONI GRONOWICZ 
JOSEPH HAROUTUNIAN 
A. EUSTACE HAYDON 
LEONARD HELIRB 
CHESTER E. HODGSON 
DANIEL HUGHES 

EDWIN H. HUGHES 


Field Editor: W. Eviis DAvIiEs 


Editorial Advisers 


HEWLETT JOHNSON 
CHARLES W. KEGLEY 


J. SPENCER KENNARD, JR. 


FREDERICK D. KERSHNER 
JOHN A. LEE 

B. B. COMER LILB 

DAVID LORD 

DONALD LOTHROP 

J. A. MACCALLUM 
JOHN A. MACKAY 

JOHN MACMURRAY 
NEIL MACNEIL 
CLIFTON MACON 

H. D. A. MAjor 
ANTONIO MANGANO 
JOHN A. F. MAYNARD 
FRANCIS J. MCCONNELL 
JOSEPH G. MooRRB 
LOUIE D. NEWTON 
ROBERT H. NICHOLS 
JOSEPH NOVOTNY 


EDWARD L. PARSONS 
DRYDEN L. PHELPS 
HAROLD C. PHILLIPS 
EDWIN MCN. POTEAT 
A. CLAYTON POWELL 
IDA PRUITT 

TRACY M. PULLMAN 
LEONHARD RAGAZ 
LESLIE ROBERTS 
RAYMOND ROBINS 

D. R. SHARPE 
ALFRED STIERNOTTE 
ALVA TAYLOR 
CHANNING H. TOBIAS 
JACOB TRAPP 
GREGORY VLASTOS 

O. WALTER WAGNER 
RUFUS W. WEAVER 
HeEnNrY N. WIEMAN 
CLAUDE WILLIAMS 


VoL. VI NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1945 No. 9 


HANDS OFF CHINA 
Editorial by J. SPENCER KENNARD, JR. 


While the Whampoa military clique and its slave-driver associates in the 
Shanghai-Ningpo compradores remain in positions of power there can be no peace 
in China. Experience proves that no faith whatever is to be placed in talks of 
coming democracy and free elections. These Fascist gangsters will yield up their 
power only at the point of a gun. That gun is held by the so-called Communists 
whose regime actually is committed to a modified capitalism. America is attempt- 
ing to take away that gun which is the only thing that defends the Chinese people 
from a ruthless dictatorship. 

The Chinese people have a genius for compromise. Chiang Kai-shek and the 
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Communist leaders might have effected a compromise and avoided civil war if. 
America had not thrown the weight of the greatest armed might known to man 
topped off with the atomic bomb into the scales of Chiang’s side of the argument. | 
The Chinese people however have been waiting a long time for the chance to 
throw off the robbers and exploiters who have been sitting on their necks through- 
out their war with Japan. There is a limit even to Chinese patience, and, atom 
bomb or no atom bomb, marines or no marines, they intend to settle scores. 

American businessmen who hope to trade with a Nazified China will be as 
sadly fooled as those who once hoped to do business with Hitler. American busi- 
nessmen should be the first to join THE PROTESTANT in its demand for hands 
off China. . 

The seventy odd millions of Japanese developed a threat to America which 
American arms have now removed. Think for a moment what a threat China’s 


five hundred million would be if they could be streamlined into a Fascist state. _ 
A victory for the forces of the Kuomintang for which our Ambassador Hurley | 
and our army transports are smoothing the way, will put firmly into power the _ 
Whampoa military clique whose strangle hold on Asia has been so recently loosened. © 

In the chess game of China’s power politics the Communists had that clique — 
check-mated but Mr. Hurley has broken the check-mate by providing the king of © 


reaction General Ho Ying-chin with several extra knights and castles so that he 


can carty on the bloody game for further months and years. We suggest that indi- — 


vidual churches send letters and telegrams to President Truman urging him to 
see to it that his State Department and the armed forces of which he is Commander- 
in-Chief live up to the statement he made on Navy Day when he condemned 


regimes imposed with the aid of foreign powers. The regime which America is — 
now helping to set up in China is not merely “a regime”; it is a Frankenstein — 


monster that within a generation may be rending our children. 


ATOM BOMB IMPERIALISM 
Editorial by KENNETH LESLIE 


On November 10 the following telegram was sent to President Truman: 


“The armed might of Dutch-Anglo-American imperialism is today drown- 
ing in blood the independence movement of the Indonesian people. Speaking 
specifically in the name of THE PROTESTANT and its Ministerial Action Com- 
mittees and voicing we are sure the conscience of the entire Christian clergy of 
all denominations we emphatically protest against this ruthless attack as being 
a flagrant betrayal of everything the United Nations fought for in this war. 
The struggle of the Indonesian people symbolizes the rightful claim of all the 
world’s people to self-determination. This attack is in direct contradiction to 
the foreign policy of the United States as announced by yourself in your Navy 
Day speech and to the principles so often reiterated by those now at the head 
of the British government. We are astounded at the cynicism which announces 
democracy in the West and practices its opposite in the East. We fervently 
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pray that at your present meeting in Ry athingron both you and Prime Minister 
Attlee will take into consideration the terrible seriousness of this threat to 
world peace and order the immediate withdrawal of all troops from this area 
and thus wipe out this shameless affront to the conscience of the world.” 


KENNETH LESLIE, Edstor of ‘THE PROTESTANT 
REV. BEN RICHARDSON, Executive Secretary, National Action Committees 
PIERRE VAN PAASSEN, Contributing Editor of THE PROTESTANT 


A similar telegram was sent to Prime Minister Attlee on the same-day. The next 
day the news came out that Attlee had made the suggestion that we share the atom 
bomb secret with Russia on condition that Russia take her international obligations 
seriously, particularly with respect to the United Nations Organization and its 
Security Council. THE PROTESTANT views this suggestion with deep misgiving. 

We must remember what is going on in the world at the moment this offer is 
being made. In China we support Chiang who orders the Japanese to take part in 
his war against the Chinese people. In the Near East our kow- ‘towing to the Arab 
chiefs has resulted in the horrible Tripoli pogroms and will end in the wholesale 
massacre of the Jewish people. In Japan we uphold Hirohito, the very symbol of 
Japanese Fascism. In Spain Franco’s tyranny is grateful for continued favors from 
the governments of both Attlee and Truman. 

THE PROTESTANT approached President Truman on Spain. A public liaison 
secretary in the State-Department told us the United States government isn’t cordial 
with Franco. But the United States government helps Franco arid has helped him 
ever since he marched to power on the broken faces of Spanish children. Franco is 
less hypocritical. His Fascism is more candid. Are we to produce here in America an 
even more horrific flower of Fascism than was produced in Europe? 

Our liberals, articulate in the great Reinhold Niebuhr, lecture themselves on 
their “sentimental’’ harshness towards the Germans and Hirohito and on their ‘‘sen- 
timental’’ softness towards Soviet Russia. They seldom or never mention Fascism, 
disdaining even to use the word. That would be name calling. Instead of calling 
Fascism by its name they dodge the issue. Our pro-Fascist moves they hide under the 
terms “‘stupid,” “confused,” “blundering.” These liberals are viciously diverting. In 
times like these it is life and death that the people should know where their enemies 
are, who they are. These liberals shift the landmarks. 

The Indonesian people have appealed to the Soviet Union to support their inde- 
pendence movement, at this moment in the process of being smashed by British 
troops using American lend-lease material. We are informed that the Soviet Union 
is sending a commission to investigate conditions in Palestine. Perhaps Zionists may 
join the Indonesians and repose their cause in the hands of the power which is 
rapidly becoming the only repository of the hopes of all struggling peoples. Now, 
elbowing these people out of the way, Attlee offers Russia the atom bomb. Old- 
fashioned block-busters will do to persuade the Indonesians. Atom bombs are for 
bigger fry. Will the Russians fall for this crude blackmail? Or will they impose a 
few conditions of their own before “going along with” the cartel-dominated 
United Nations Organization? 

THE PROTESTANT recently asked President Truman to square our conduct in 
China with the non-intervention language of his Navy Day speech. There has been 
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no answer to this appeal from the head of this’God-loud country. What is this God : 
of ours anyway? Is it gold? Is it oil? Is it shiny cars, fur coats and gleaming bath- ; 
room fixtures? These are all good, but are they our God? Where is the God of © 
Amos? Where are his spokesmen? Must we turn our eyes with our Indonesian — 
brothers in the direction of the God-silent Soviet Power for help? I believe we must. || | 
The time has come for us to do so. THE PROTESTANT therefore appeals to the Soviet 
Power, to those responsible for its foreign policy, specifically to Foreign Minister — 
Molotov, to bring the influence of that power to bear within the Security Council of © 
the United Nations Organization or directly through diplomatic channels upon — 
Britain and America that they cease at once giving aid and comfort to Dutch 
imperialism in Indonesia. 
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GEORGE SHUSTER, APOLOGIST FOR FASCISM 
A Letter to the Students of Hunter College by KENNETH LESLIE 


DEAR HUNTER STUDENTS: 


Ten of your fellow students have stated in a letter to The Herald Tribune that 
we have unjustly attacked your democratic president, George N. Shuster. You say 1 
his record is sufficient answer to our attack and cite the fact that “President Shuster © 
holds the distinction of being the first American to write an anti-Hitler book. It was _ 
The Strong Man Rules, published in 1934.” 


Let us look at this book. In it Dr. Shuster speaks of the crimes of Versailles. ‘ 
“... The crimes of Versailles were not primarily the imposition of huge | 
monetary fines, territorial grabs and the attribution of sole guilt for the War. | 
They were rather the deft and ruthless incisions made into an energetic || 
people’s powers of action.” (page 37) Mult ; 
““. . . How much better for all of us would it have been .. . if Germany ~ 

had been allowed to maintain a force of 500,000 into which the restless and : 
homeless souls whom peace left unemployed could have been quietly © 
absorbed!” (pp. 262, 263) 4 


Dr. Shuster speaks of Hitler: F 
“. . . Hitler is a politician of whom it might be said that if he had not | 
existed it would have been necessary to invent him. Hitler is our friend the | 
old soldier, destined to go down to history as a cross between Hotspur and A 
Uncle Toby and to be as immortal as either. Hitler is not a German. Hitler — 
is and has been a greatly perplexed, honestly inquiring and quite unsteady _ 
young man. Those are a few of the plain facts, which may turn out to be at ~ 
least as interesting as some of the fiction currently in vogue.” (page 40) 


Dr. Shuster speaks of the Jews: 
Their incompatibility 
“In spite of our talk, our evasions and our conferences, there exists a 
point at which the Jew and the European fail to understand each other. This — 
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point has not been cleared up during a hundred years of discussion, and there 
is no likelihood of its vanishing in the near future. At any rate, if it did not 
exist, the strange things which have occurred recently in Germany would be 
utterly incomprehensible.” (page 127) 


Their unpopularity with old soldiers 


. Conditions favorable to the spread of race prejudice were unmistak- 
ably present in 1918. Jews were active supporters of Democratic and Socialist 
efforts to effect a peace through negotiation, and to some extent this ‘defeatist’ 
attitude could be explained as the policy of the large private banks. Yet it 
was teally the emergence of Jews as supporters of the Republic in Germany 
which exposed the race to the undying wrath of old soldiers. Hugo Preuss, 
Walther Rathenau and many others identified themselves with government 
according to the Weimar Constitution, and journalists, among whom Theodor 
Wolff was probably the most illustrious, dedicated powerful newspapers to 
the support of the new regime. In Munich it was Kurt Eisner who openly 
proclaimed that Germany must humbly assume responsibility for the War and 
attempt to make good the damage done, who led the radically democratic 
faction which for a time supplanted the house of Wittelsbach. Moreover, the 
triumphant Socialists, into whose laps the nation fairly threw the sovereign 
authority, necessarily revived memories of Marx and Lasalle—both Jews of 
the kind which patriots especially dislike.” (pp. 128, 129) 


Their vanity 


“The besetting sin of the German Jew has been vanity. Accustomed so 
long to a position of social inferiority, he could not and still cannot resist the 
dangerous spell of limelight. After the War he was afflicted with paralysis of 
the organs of silence. Though he often realized that the ground underfoot 


* was treacherous, he acted as if he were on bedrock suitable for the tap-dance 


and the hula-hula. All this was miles removed from greed or graft. Most 
of the trouble originated in sheer idealism voiced with indecorous rhetoric. 
Against Rathenau, for example, nothing can be said excepting that he never 
understood when to speak in a whisper. And lesser Jews sinned far more 
gravely than he. . . . But the raucousness with which a certain type of German 
Jew proclaimed his ideals deeply wounded and angered people who under 
ordinary circumstances might easily have been converted.” (p. 130) 


Their anti-fascist newspapers 


“Papers like the Berliner Tageblatt (more closely identified with libertl 
Jewry than any other post-war daily) could hardly be expected to refrain 
from suggesting that the Hitlerites were a pack of demons, but the fact that 
they did make such suggestions was gasoline poured on the fire of a growing 
anti-Semitism. Every time that an S.A. man was shot, ridiculed, put into jail 
or prevented from wearing his uniform, the event was attributed to the Jewish 
opposition.” (p. 133) 


Here you see a clear warning to all Jewish-owned newspapers like the N. Y. 
| Times to hush-hush all news on the Christian front against the Jews. The warning 
. has been well heeded, 


LG eum etme exis 


6 THE PROTESTANT  Nov-E 


Dr. Shuster speaks of Hitler’s foreign policy (pp. 276, 277) as having 
“guided characteristically enough by the idea of a kind of old soldiers union.’ 
Europe, says Shuster in 1934, “‘is in for a period of twilight sleep, disturbed perhap 
by nightmares. The destiny of the world has now been entrusted to other con 
tinents.”” 

Now, you may say, there are few publicists some of whose obiter dicta during 
the rise of fascism don’t make him look a fool in retrospect. This is all too true, 
and let me say at once it is not because Dr. Shuster lacked sense that we deem him 
unfit for the positions he now holds. It is not that he was a confused liberal. Hey 
was not a liberal. He was a Vatican‘Catholic. He was not confused. He suffered a) 
setback. He was not a blockhead. He was a bridgehead. He still is. 


Dr. Shuster Hates the Soviet Union 


Dr. Shuster wrote a book in 1935 called Like A Mighty Army. You students | 
should get this book and read it carefully. On the very first page of the introduction | 
Dr. Shuster says that he is impatient “‘with persons who feel that military drill is” 
ghastly in Germany and commendable elsewhere,’ and then goes on to say that 
“the Soviet state much prefers a good machine gunner to a contented peasant.” One 
might stop right here and argue a case against Shuster as a safe guide in historical 
research. The Soviet Union is a society devoted to peace and plenty for all its people. 
The whole point of its various five-year plans has been to build up a strong happy ~ 
progressive people. Since the Soviet Union was pursuing this end by such methods © 
as, if successful, might discredit the capitalistic system prevailing throughout the ~ 
rest of the world, therefore the capitalist world became anxious lest the Soviet | 
Union succeed. This anxiety was especially acute in the Vatican State which adopted | 

. 
. 
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a die-hard anti-Soviet policy. The rest of the world engaged in various adventures 
against the Soviet Union and when Hitler promised to save the world from Bol-~ 
shevism it was the Vatican State which encouraged him and made a concordat with 
him at great political sacrifice to its own moral prestige ‘throughout the world. The ~ 
Soviet Union was compelled to interrupt its constructive work and arm its people 
“against the constant threats of the West climaxed by the Nazi threat. For Dr. © 
Shuster to say that the Soviet state prefers a good machine gunner to a contented © 
peasant was not merely stupid. It was not merely mean. It was pro-Vatican, pro- — 
Fascist, anti-Soviet propaganda, intended as such. 

You referred in your letter in the Herald Tribune to Dr. Shuster’s edict to the 
teachers at Hunter College. You praised it. Are you blind? Can you not see that this | 
edict was well calculated to prevent pro-Soviet or anti-Vatican teaching in Hunter 
College. The edict could not have been better framed by a Canadian or Argentine 
cardinal. 

Your president was in Germany in 1933 just before the concordat was signed — 
and he wrote an article in The Commonweal commending the Vatican for its action 
in bestowing upon Hitler his first international recognition. No, children, your 
president is not a confused liberal. 

__ Dr. Shuster may tell you now, that he is for a Christian democracy. But a Chris- 
tian democracy as he uses the term is a democracy controlled by the Roman Catholic 


feeretee. temereees. 


Church which means a democratic theocracy which in turn means a cancelled out © 
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democracy. And your president was not in favor of any kind of a democracy for 
Italy or for Austria or for Germany. He was for Mussolini and Dollfuss and Hitler 
all of whom were grinding democracy under their heels. If you don’t believe this, 
tread in Like A Mighty Army (pp. 274, 275) Dr. Shuster’s four reasons for the 
advent of Hitler: ; . 

(1) We disarmed Germany 

“... when the Allies cut the German army to 100,000 men they auto- 
matically created the Wehrverbande (armed societies) which in turn produced 
the National Socialist Storm-Troopers.” : 

(2) The Jews dreamed of peace 

“If a handful of Jewish communists, pacifists and dreamers had refrained 
from making so much noise just then, the situation might have been entirely 
different.” 

(3) Communist Bogey 

“Communism, alien to Europe [where it was born!—K.L.} and viciously 
destructive whenever introduced, had to seem, to the great majority of reason- 
able people in Germany and the territory round about it, the ultimate catas- 
trophe.” 

(4) Mussolini was just wonderful! 

“Fourth, the extraordinarily forceful personality of Mussolini made a 
very deep impression. What counted was far less Fascismo as a doctrine and 
an organization than the effect of Il Duce as a man. Even quite liberal Euro- 
peans, opposed to every semblance of oppression, felt that in Italy government 
had really demonstrated its right to exist and to demand conformity. Musso- 
lini had also laid bare defects in the plan and structure of parliamentary 
democracy, stalemate nearly everywhere by reason of an unending, and unend- 
able, clash of interests.”’ 


Papal Knight Von Papen shared the hopes of Dr. Shuster that Hitler's regime 
was an interim stage on the way to a monarchy. In Satan in Top Hat, Mr. Tibor 
Koeves describes the various refinements of the double-cross employed by Von 
Papen who served Hitler so well that he became indispensable to him. Von Papen 
was faithful to the Vatican throughout his career of villainy and just watch and 
see whether he gets the hangman’s rope which he deserves. My guess is he will 
escape. I do not say that your president, Dr. Shuster, will have saved him, but 
certainly he has served the same power Shuster serves, far beyond the line of duty 
as well as beneath the line of honor. 

Dr. Shuster speaks of Von Papen as ‘‘an uprightly religious man,” who hated 
“Bolshevism in every shape,’ and who was ‘‘definitely convinced that the ‘national 
uprising’ {Hitlerism—K.L.} would greatly benefit Christianity.” This conviction 
was shared by your president, then Managing Editor of The Commonweal, and by 
the Editor of The Commonweal, Michael Williams, at the time of the concordat 
between Hitler and the Papacy. Of course this same view must have been the view 
of the Papacy itself. It is quite true that if Von Papen was criminal he was only 
serving in his way the same Papacy which Dr. Shuster was serving in Ais way. Dr. 
Shuster, in describing those Catholics who went along with National Socialism 
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says ““These were termed ‘bridge-building Catholics.’ Von Papen and his associates 
formed the nucleus of this group, but were themselves never Nazis in the strict > 
sense . . . Professor Karl Schmitt, once a respected Catholic writer on political 
science, now busied himself with elaborating a theory of government that justified 
the Nazi use of power .. . It can be estimated that there was a considerable flurry” 
of Nazi enthusiasm among the masses of Catholics.”” Well, one can well believe this 
when one thinks of the scarcely restrained enthusiasm of even the liberal The Com- 
monweal in America. 


The dream of Von Papen and of Shuster, Williams and Company that Hitlerism ; Lv 
would give way to Catholic monarchy appeared to be shattered when Hitler) {ft 
announced the millennium of National Socialism in 1934. This action, says Dr. Ie 


Shuster, “was a final shattering blow to all that remained of the idealism which, } vt 
for conservative ends, grouped itself around Von Papen.” But Dr. Shuster was © iit 


still hopeful for Austria which according to Dr. Shuster’s view in 1935 had been 7 i 
saved from Hitlerism by the Clerical-Fascism of Dollfuss. Dr. Shuster celebrates the 7 px 
glorious fight of Dollfuss against Hitler in a remarkable passage (Like A Mighty ~ D 
Army pp. 218, 219). You study history at Hunter no doubt. I don’t know what || 
textbooks you use, perhaps, at least as a reference book, this very book written by — 
your president, in which he speaks of the successful resistance of pe cate, Fascism 2 
against Nazism, in the following words: ie 
. the glory of that achievement rests with Seipel PRicasienr Seipel, is 


the priest- -statesman of Austria—K.L.] and his faithful Dollfuss. That is why ~ a | 
both their graves are to us shrines. And I think it utterly wrong under such ~ | 
circumstances to isolate the personal shortcomings of Dollfuss, or to upbraid 
him, in the typical American pedagogical manner, for not having guaranteed © 
liberties that can exist nowhere excepting on a campus with plenty of money ~ 
and leisure behind it. Austria in 1934 was no debating society; it was a battle- — 
field on which the essential values of European civilization were once again ~ 
defended.” (p. 219) 
Here again you must surely realize that Dr. Shuster is no confused liberal. He ~ 
is simply a protagonist of Clerical-Fascism. Now it was no crime whatever to plug — 
for Clerical-Fascism in 1935. In fact it is no crime even today. THE PROTESTANT, © 
according to your letter in the Herald Tribune, attacks Dr. Shuster. We do not || 
attack Dr. Shuster. We merely say that the tax-payers of New York who are by and © 
large protagonists of non-theocratic democracy should ask themselves whether an 
advocate of any kind of theocratic government should not be teaching elsewhere 
than in our public schools. Hunter is a public school, a state school. It might be tt 
more appropriate for Dr. Shuster to teach at Fordham or Holy Cross or Notre Dame __ 
( 
' 


0 


where theocratic beliefs are more congenial. | 

If anybody should seek Dr. Shuster’s removal because he is a Roman Catholic | 
then you may depend upon it that THE PROTESTANT would fight to the limit in his — 
behalf. Many good Catholics, far more in fact than is generally known, strongly 
oppose the theocratic view. Too, there have been Protestants who believed in the- — 
ocracy. Indeed Protestantism, before it reached maturity in America, had founded i 
a theocracy of its own. So, please do not run away with the idea that this is a 
Protestant-Catholic row or that THE PROTESTANT is out to get the Catholics. Those 


1945 ss iB EDITORIALS i 9 


ahs talk that way ate only throwing cinders in your eyes and hiding from you the 
real issue. That issue is Clerical-Fascism. 

Powerful church forces backed by powerful business forces plan a Clerical- 
§ Fascist America. They cannot succeed with their plan unless they establish bridge- 
heads into our liberal democratic life. These bridgeheads are men like Shuster who 
move into our liberal democratic world, integrate themselves with it, and corrupt 
it. They are often men of the finest personal character, lovable, mild, serene, full 
of humility and courtesy. They are doing their duty as they see it and therefore our 
quarrel is not with them. Our quarrel is with our School Board for hiring them. 
It is up to us to recognize them for what they are and for what they desire. It is up 
to us to counter them, to controvert them with the same courtesy and firmness 
which characterizes their activities among us. Sometimes their politeness slips a 
little. For instance Dr. Shuster speaks insultingly of the Reformation (Like A 
Mighty Army p. 5) the essence of which, he says, “‘may be said to consist in per- 
petual reading of the Bible to the accompaniment of perpetual tears of contrition.” 


Dr. Shuster’s Anti-Semitism 


In the same book (pp. 7-18) Dr. Shuster also speaks insultingly of the Jews. 
This deserves very serious study on your part. He is explaining why the Jews got 
into trouble with the Nazis. I shall quote a short passage to show the trend of his 
reasoning. 


“Intrinsically out of touch with their environment (though never realiz- 
ing it), they shouted boisterously when prudence suggested quiet and kept 
silence when they ought to have used a megaphone. These maladjustments 
were revealed primarily in literary and pedagogical effort. An instance of 
representative importance is that of Professor Theodor Lessing, whose ‘case’ 
was for years a standing topic of conversation. Possessed of a whole set of 
political and social ideas which were most distasteful to his conservative 
brethren on university faculties, the majority of whom were monarchical and 
reactionary, Lessing got into such a mess of trouble that the Republic which 
had appointed him to a professorate was eventually driven to make a ruling 
which, to all intents and purposes, undermined the treasured German prin- 
ciple of academic freedom. So bitter was the fight which raged about him 
and his beliefs that, after the triumph of Hitler, Nazi assassins followed 
Lessing to Czechoslovakia and there murdered him.” (p. 14) 


This is clear warning to any Jew in America that if there are improvements to 
be made in American life the Jew must not make them, if there are progressive 
causes the Jew must not espouse them. All these things must be left to the 
Christians. Let no Lessing arise in America to preach ideas distasteful to his con- 
servative brethren, for if one should arise he will only drive the American republic 
to make a ruling which will undermine the treasured American principle of 
academic freedom. 


Reaction Blackmails the Jew 


Dr. Shuster goes on to score Jewish pacifists who, “shocked and angered a 
people hyper-sensitive about the matter of soldierly honor.’ He scolds one Dr. 
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Magnus Hirschfeld for arguing against the existence of God. And goes on to say,)));#: 
“It matters little, unfortunately, that the vast majority of German Jews thought™\, 
and acted quite differently, or that scores of Germans did as much and worse. Being | » 
a marked individual always, the Jew simply could not venture with impunity into t bere 
_these exposed positions. An American familiar with these phenomena cannot help - 
deplore the fact that May Day communist parading in New York and elsewhere is} \a4 
so largely a Semitic manifestation. Surely it muse be obvious that when the ‘reaction’ 7, si 


sets in in these United States, anti-Jewish feeling may accompany it!” (p. 15) The) | j 
exclamation point is Dr. Shuster’s. + fem 
Shuster and the N.C.C.]. ie 

het 


One begins to wonder in reading this book if perhaps Dr. Shuster may not be 1S 
the master mind in the public relations policies of the National Conference of | 


in the policies of both organizations. They say to the Jew when his arm is twisted | 
out of its socket: Do not cry out in pain, do not be raucous and noisy and exbibi-\ 
tionist. Just give thanks that you have not been treated worse» When THE” 
PROTESTANT takes the case of the molested Jew to the police court and demands % 
redress, the aforesaid organizations cry out against THE PROTESTANT and say that 
THE PROTESTANT is anti-Catholic. Why do they say that THE PROTESTANT is 
anti-Catholic? Because Clerical-Fascists in carrying out their war against the Jews 
stand in constant fear of the aroused conscience of decent Americans. The American ~ 
conscience has been conditioned during the past quarter of a century into a hyper- 
sensitivity with respect to anti-Catholicism. The average liberal’ American hates 
religious discrimination of any kind but he is particularly sensitive about discrimina- 
tion against Catholics. We need not inquire as to how this conditioning has been 
brought about. It is partly a reaction from the shame of Ku Kluxism. At any rate 
decent liberal Americans lean way over backwards not to hurt the feelings of 
Roman Catholic citizens. Now the Christian Front Fascist anti-Semite makes use of — 
‘this American tenderness towards the Catholics in his projection of anti-Semitism. — 
It is a matter of fact that the Christian Front gangs are made up of Protestants and ~ 
Catholics. But to call attention to the existence of Catholics in these gangs would © 
be to scandalize the Roman Church. Therefore the decent liberal is reluctant to do |} 
it. (As a matter of fact we of THE PROTESTANT never speak of Catholic gangs, 

but always of Christian gangs thus shouldering part of the blame as Protestants.) — X 
It is this reluctance upon which the Christian Fronter relies. The Roman Church 
is sensitive on this point. Those who hate the Jew cover their sick sadism with this 
sensitivity: So when we even identify an act as anti-Semitic the Christian Fronter 
immediately retaliates by calling us anti-Catholic hoping to clear himself by appeal- 
ing to the most tender spot in the American conscience. Yes, you may be interested 
to know that very frequently THE PROTESTANT is called anti-Catholic simply and 
solely because we have identified a specific act as being an anti-Semitic act without 
referring in any way to the faith of those who committed it. This may seem a bit 
complicated to you, but it is worth studying, because we are entering now on a 
period when Fascism will make-a try for power in America. a 3% 


The only way that American democracy can scotch Fascism is by exposing it 
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wherever it raises its head and striking it down then and there. We must remember 
that it is the very nature of Fascism to hide itself under something good. Indeed, evil 
annot advance except through good. Evil is debasement and without good to debase 
“there could be no debasement. So the better the thing Fascism can hide under, the 
‘farther it can get unhindered. For this purpose what could be better than the revered 
“teacher of mankind, Jesus of Nazareth, and all those symbols and institutions 
"which have gathered about his name? 
When Dr. Shuster warns Jewish-owned newspapers to keep silent about anti- ~ 
Semitic incidents lest they pour gasoline on the fire of growing anti-Semitism and 
when he counsels Jewish idealists, pacifists, reformers, and so forth to retire with 
their dreams into the silence of their homes, just what are the practical results of 
such advice? I will give you one result out of many hundreds that could be given. 
Rabbi Leiter of Maspeth, L. I., has been attacked personally, the windows of 
‘his Center have been broken, his wife has been terrorized and his appeals to the 
§ police for punitive measures against the agents of this terror have been ignored. 
His home was stoned and shots fired through his window last year on the very 
eve of Brotherhood Week. He went to the Round Table celebration of Brotherhood 
| Week which as you know is conducted by the National Conference of Christians 
'f and Jews and told his story. Not only was nothing done but one of the leaders of 
the community said that the Rabbi had left a bad taste in everybody’s mouth. So 
today the Rabbi is afraid, his wife is afraid. They keep to themselves. The Rabbi 
'has abandohed wearing clothes which might distinguish him as a Rabbi. He 
| prefers to walk home through the cemetery since, he says, the dead do not molest 
‘] him. The other day his house was stoned again. I am taking a simple case. There 
are many more terrifying but it seemed to me that this story may show you better 
than a more sensational story what happens in the life of a poor scholarly Rabbi 
in an American community under the policy laid down by Dr. Shuster. Think this 
over carefully. When Maspeth becomes America, America will be Fascist. Your 
liberties will be at an end. 


BIG THREE LATERALS 
Editorial by WILLIAM ELLIS DAVIES 


The Soviet Union is being widely accused of repudiating “‘our standards of 
democracy” and of pursuing a unilateral course of action in the Balkans. 

This leaves multitudes of people confused because they don’t know the meaning 
of the word ‘‘unilateral.”” The need for a definition is prevalent. Perhaps it can best 
be defined with some illustrations with which we in America should be familiar. 
For example, American foreign policy during its first generation of existence 
adopted unilateral action. It was called the Monroe Doctrine. Its purpose was to 
keep this hemisphere the exclusive preserve of the United States and this purpose 
was implemented by the landings of our Marines in Latin American countries 100 
times in 100 years. There were occasions as in 1917 when history forced a depar- 
| ture from our unilateral policy. But we have always managed to come back to it 
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as, for example, when we deserted the League of Nations, when we hid behind our 
oceans with slogans of ‘‘America First’ until Pearl Harbor, and now again when 
we determine to retain the secret of the Atomic Bomb. This latest example might 
be called unilateral atomic power politics. 

In case this five syllable word has not yet been sufficiently clearly defined, let 


us look at some more examples on.the part of our ally, Great Britain. Britain's || 


policy from a political and economic standpoint in India has been for long unilateral” 
and still is. It consists of the flogging and jailing of Indian Opposition to British 
rule without regard for the protests of other nations. The same is true of Egypt 
upon which country Britain “imposed” in 1922 a sort of sovereignty which was 
followed by the dissolution of every elected Egyptian government which neglected 
London’s desires. i 
These are but two examples of traditional British unilateral policy which encom- — 


pass regions so great that, it is boasted, the sun never sets upon them. A current J 


example of British unilateralism which should’ make the meaning of the word | 


more clear is found in Greece. Here the men who resisted the Nazis, derailed their | 


trains, sniped their troops, organized guerrilla attacks, starved and froze for years { 


in the mountains, but never gave up, men who saved thousands of Allied lives _ 


by their tremendous cooperation in the final days of liberation, are rotting in jails, — 
starving in slums, hiding in hills, chased and oppressed by a government composed ~ 
of men who represent the men who collaborated with Hitler. These conditions were ~ 
imposed through unilateral force by Great Britain. : 

It should be said now, however, that the exigencies of the war have encouraged 
an advance toward bilateral cooperation on the part of the United States and Britain. 
This was exemplified in the North African deal, first with Darlan and then with — 
Peyrouton, two prize Nazi collaborationists. Such bilateral policies were followed 
again in the support of Badoglio and King Victor Emmanuel in Italy. And, of course, 
these bilateral policies were preceded and are now succeeded in our Anglo-Ameti- 

_can relations with Franco’s fascist Spain. 

For this advance from unilateral to bilateral action, Britain deserves the greater 
glory. For Britain had established precedence; for example, when there was trouble 
with the Hindus in India, by collaborating with the Moslems; again when British 
aspirations were inhibited by the French in Lebanon and Syria, Britain pursued a 
bilateral policy in cooperation with the Arabs (long practiced in Palestine). 

It is now to be noted that Britain is surpassing us again in cooperative interna- 
tional policies for she has extended bilateral action with the French in French 
Indo-China to trilateral action embracing Japanese troops in the slaughter of free- 
dom-seeking Annamites. 

Traditional and long-lived as the separate unilateral policies of Britain and the 
United States have been, we must commend both nations upon their advance to- 
wards international cooperation during the past few years. Our capacity to get along 
with other nations has been utterly exemplary. We have been incredibly unselfish, 
making unending concessions and compromises and bending over backwards to 
maintain harmony. This was abundantly manifest in our relations with Franco, with 
Pétain and Laval over a long period, for a time with Badoglio, and even still, after 
a long time, with Mussolini’s sponsor, King Victor Emmanuel. Further examples of 


eds EDITORIALS 3 


our unselfish diplomacy are e manifest in Saudi Arabia where we manage to get aon 
splendidly with the lecherous old scoundrel, Ibn Saud. We did better and for longer 


| than could be expected with Finland’s butcher, Mannerheim. We showed remark- 


able tolerance and reserve in our relations with Chiang Kai-Shek who, during most 
of the war, was more interested in blockading Communists than fighting Japan. We 
are still managing to make out, though not altogether undisturbed, with the fascist 
Peron regime in Argentina, and despite almost insurmountable difficulties we are 
giving and getting cooperation from Hirohito. 

If these virtues in the art of maintaining harmony in international diplomacy 
seem a little exaggerated, it should be remembered that we managed even to put up 
with Hitler and indeed (particularly Great Britain), to get along with him rather 
nicely until, of course, he became utterly and completely impossible. 

With such an imposing record of getting along exceedingly well with even the 
most difficult, not to say fascist, regimes; and after demonstrating our capacity to 
maintain more harmony than should normally have been expected, we had a right 
to hope that the London Conference of Foreign Ministers would be a success. 

In this conference we even outdid ourselves. Not only did we avoid the perfidi- 
ous tradition of unilateral action, we went further; we avoided bilateral action and 
with a great burst of generosity included China and France in the conference, thus 
preparing for pentilateral action. We made it possible for Five Powers to decide 
the fate of the Balkans. But, unfortunately, our generosity was not appreciated for 
the voting began to be four against one, and, of course, the one was against us. We 
had set our “standards for democracy’ in Spain, Belgium, Greece, Italy, India, 
French Indo-China, Java, and a host of other places so that those standards could 
not but be clearly seen and understood. Indeed, Secretary of State Byrnes could re- 
member the standard set by democracy in his state of South Carolina where, because 
of a poll tax which eliminated untold thousands of undesirable voters, he was 
elected to Congress by no more than 1200 votes. 

After the example we had set for discarding our selfish traditions and abandon- 
ing unilateral action in the interests of widespread collaboration and after setting 
our “standards for democracy,’ we had a right to expect that Russia would invite 
a continuation of our policies in the Balkans. But those enigmatic Russians for 
enigmatic reasons were ungracious enough to repudiate, as Mr. Byrnes put it, “our 
standards of democracy.’’ Had it not been for this, the London Conference might 
have been as successful as the Conferences at Versailles, Locarno, and Munich which 
laid the basis for the rise and fall of Hitler. But those imponderable Russians simply 
made the conference a mockery in terms of traditional diplomacy for it brought 
forth less evil than any diplomatic conference in modern history. We almost dare to 
hope that this might be the first step towards diplomatic conferences which shall 
bring forth good, and perhaps even ultimately, before it is too late, secure peace. 

As a postscript, one should add a little historical fact which has been largely 
overlooked. That is, that every nation which ever reached an agreement with the 
Soviet State has always benefited substantially by that agreement. Conversely, every 
nation which has had its relations with the Soviet State disrupted has paid a terrible - 
price for it. Today Russia’s enhanced position is such that these things must inevi- 
tably be even more abundantly so in the future. 


BLUMISM OVER EUROPE 
By HEINZ POL 


. 


—The frantic energy spent by reactionaries in trying to galvanize the 
anti-Communist wings of the Social Democratic parties and their “ideals” 
from the Ebro to the Vistula and from Olympus to the Norwegian 
fiords is a very important and integral part of the big drive to stamp 


out any revolutionary thoughts and movements in Europe, under the 
slogan: “Let us stop the Red Imperialism!” 


ae Is A SPECTRE haunting post-war 
Europe. No, it has nothing to do with 
Marx and Engels, who published their 
Communist Manifesto almost exactly 
one hundred years ago; for the move- 
ment they started is still quite alive, and 
not even its most outspoken enemies 
would dream of calling Communism a 
dead issue. 

But there is another phenomenon 
which, like a ghost, is roaming around 
the old Continent. This spectre is the 
Second International which, for all prac- 
_ tical purposes and as an instrument to 
shape our future society, has been dead 
for a good many decades. 

Its Socialist and Social Democratic 
parties in Europe, however, continue to 
exist. Some of them still are numerically 
strong, both as regards voters and ad- 
herents. They are less strong in their so- 
cialistic ideas and actions. As a matter 
of fact, the Social Democratic idea died 
once and for all in August 1914, at the 
start of the First World War, after it had 
been undermined for years by the so- 
called revisionist policy which simply 
substituted for the term ‘Revolution’ 
the term “Evolution.” In reality, it was 
the most abject appeasement, but this 
word was not known at that time. 

Today many people who like to call 
themselves radicals, preach “revolution 
by consent” or “revolution in order,” 
thinking that they have invented some- 
thing brand new. It so happens, how- 


ever, that this battle-cry for no battle de- 
stroyed the vigor and healthy aggressive- 
ness of the powerful European Socialist 
parties during the first decade of this 
century and led straight to the catastro- 
phe of the First World War. 

However, parties die more slowly than 
the ideas and ideals they are supposed 
to represent. That is why the Social 
Democratic parties in Europe (with the 
exception of Russia which experienced 
a revolution) did not disappear in the 
period between the two world wars. On 
the contrary, in countries like Germany, 
France, Italy or Belgium, they became 
numerically the strongest parties, con- 
trolled the government over long 
stretches of time and—directly or indi- 
rectly — made such a mess of things 
which they had ample opportunity to im- 
prove that finally there was no other al- 
ternative left than fascism and war. 

It. is a matter of historic record that 
the dominant role played by the German 
Social Democrats from 1918 to 1933 
weakened and finally destroyed their 
owa creation, the Weimar Republic. Ten 
years before Hitler came to power the 
Italian Socialists, one of the pillars of 
the Second International, through their 
incredible weaknesses and mistakes paved 
the way for Mussolini’s March on Rome. 

And in France there was, and still is, 
the mighty party of Léon Blum, now 
named Socialistes Francais Internatio- 
naux Ouvriers (S.F.1.0.), which in the 


At 

il os Me: ea 
¥ 
ay 4y a | 


~~ aae ee See eo eee ae 


Tiv4s 


elections of October 1945 established it- 
‘self as the second strongest party. In the 
‘minds of some of its old leaders as well 
as of some influential groups inside and 
‘outside of France it is destined to play a 
particular role in a vicious game. This 
{| game consists in building up all Social 
Democratic parties or their remnants in 
the various European countries into 
“Jiberal’” and seemingly ‘progressive’ 
bloc against the Russians and the Euro- 
| pean Communist parties. This game will 
not succeed, but it might accomplish at 
“least part of the job, namely to prevent 
the formation of a unified bloc consist- 
ing of all leftist organizations, parties 
and groups. 

| Such a bloc alone would be capable 
of carrying out, without cheap compro- 
_ mise, those political, economic, social and 
cultural reforms in Europe which are in- 
| dispensable to prevent a fresh wave of 
fascist movements and, ultimately, an- 
| other war. A unified bloc of all leftist 
| groups in Europe — this would be the 
| revolution. In a manner of speaking, this 
would even be a “revolution in order,” 
because any resistance against such a for- 
_ midable coalition would be quite useless. 
_ Unfortunately, the leftist. movement 
_ in Europe has been split since 1918, and 
| the enemies of progress recognized at a 
very early date that as long as this con- 
dition prevails, as long as there are So- 
cialist and Communist parties, there is 
| no danger whatsoever of a successful 
revolution, not even of a revolution by 
consent. 


| “Red Menace” Now White Knight 


About ten yeats ago there was a time 
when Léon Blum was abused by all re- 
actionaries in the world as the “Red 
Menace” of the day and as the “new 
Lenin’ who might upset the pretty bal- 
ance of the world between the two wars. 
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That was when Blum, together with the 
(now almost defunct) Radical Socialists 
and the Communists, founded the Front 
Populaire. This Front Populaire was 
never really a going concern, for the 
Communists did not even send represen- 
tatives into the Blum government, con- 
trolled by men like Chautemps and Sar- 
raut. But although this government did 
little to frighten the bourgeois, Léon 
Blum remained the béte noire. And after 
the collapse in 1940 many nice people 
proclaimed—some of them actually be- 
lieved it — that France had lost, not 
because she was betrayed by her mili- 
tary and civilian élite but because of the 
“bolshevik” Léon Blum and his Popu- 
lar Front. 

Today the same people proclaim—and 
I doubt whether they believe it — Léon 
Blum as the prospective savior of West- 
ern civilization from the Communist 
wave which, in their opinion, threatens 
to engulf the whole of Europe. Those 
people to whom the former head of the 
lamentable Front Populaire suddenly ap- 
pears as the symbol of moderation and 
of “wise and balanced statemanship’’ are 
not merely found in France, where the 
purge has touched only a small percent- 
age of the most notorious collaboration- . 
ists and traitors. Quite a few of those 
who are now praying for Blum and the 
lesser Blums and their parties in all the 
other European countries live outside of 
France and even outside of Europe. In 
short, they are found everywhere, except 
in Russia. 

This is quite natural because the fran- 
tic energy spent by reactionaries in try- 
ing to galvanize the anti-Communist 
wings of the Social Democratic parties 
and their ‘“‘ideals’’ from the Ebro to the 
Vistula and from Olympus to the Nor- 
wegian fjords is a very important and in- 
tegral part of the big drive to stamp out 


any revolutionary thoughts and move- 
ments in Europe, under the slogan: “Let 
us stop the Red Imperialism!" Those 
who direct this drive have, of course, not 
the slightest objection to the most radi- 
cally phrased speeches and prodamations 
by the Blums all over Europe, so long as 
they can attract and neutralize masses 
which otherwise might organize them- 
selves under Communist guidance. 

In a sense, the case of Léon Blum is 
typical of many Social Democratic lead- 
ers of our epoch. The fact that he never 
was a traitor but merely a fool, like so 
many of his German colleagues between 
1920 and 1930, does not alter the other 
fact, namely that he has been used and 
abused by the enemies of progress and 
Socialism. Practically everything Blum 
did, especially when he had the power to 
act, was almost suicidal to his own ideas. 
The better people who are now backing 
Blum to the limit know exactly that, po- 
litically speaking, he is as compromised 
as Daladier who was hissed at by the 
people and buried under tomatoes dur- 
ing the recent election campaign. Dala- 
dier’s party, the Radical Socialists, which 
was the most unsavory mixture of almost 


_- everything bad and rotten produced by 
the Third Republic, was beyond revival. 


But many of the French Socialists had 
fought courageously i in the ranks of the 
Resistance and thereby, in the eyes of 


_ many Frenchmen, restored the reputation 


of their party. 

During the period of the Hitler 
decade, their party had shown many 
weaknesses, and some of its best known 
leaders went over to Vichy or the Nazis. 
After the liberation of France the 
younger members of the Resistance de- 
manded that the S.F.ILO. start a thor- 
ough house cleaning. Unfortunately, this 
purge, which took place under Blum’s 
leadership, was restricted to the expul- 
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the younger members of the S.F.I.O. that” 
the party's, the country’s and, to some ex- 
tent, even Europe's, future depended on” 
the swift formation of a solid and un- 
shakeable bloc comprising other left- 
ist parties and, eventually, a complete : 
amalgamation with them into a single” . 
great party. However, it was not they, 
but the 73 year-old Blum and his friends, ) 
for whom the rift between the leftist j 
parties had become an almost sacred tra-_ 
dition, who imposed their will upon mf p 
party. The ghost of the Second Interna- 
tional was awakening. Blum attacked the - 
Communists—the Communists answered _ 
back. The enemies of progress were de- 
lighted, and for excellent reasons. 


Blamism Paves Road to Hell 
Blumism is primarily a frame of 
mind, rather than a program of inaction. - 
But the inability to act when the situa-— 
tion becomes imperative does not make ~ 
SS eee 
brand of German Social 
which is now being revived frantically 
by the occupying authorities in Western — 
and Southern Germany. The trouble is; 
that Blumism is even more dangerous [ 
because Blum’s personal honesty and {| 
charm have for decades succeeded in 
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quieting any criticism in the ranks of the 
French Socialist Party. This man — and 
this is at the same time one of the princi- 
pal characteristics of Blumism—has the 
best intentions in the world; the end, | 
however, has always been, and will al- 
ways be, disastrous. 
Today Blum goes all out for the crea- 
tion of a Western Bloc of European na- | 


tions under the fesdecsld of France and 
Great Britain. He solemnly proclaims 
«et hat his idea is in no way directed against 
»fRussia, and that he wants only pros- 
verity, freedom and eternal peace for the 
whole world. But he fails to see that his 
idea — which, incidentally, was origi- 
,joated by others — will be exploited by 
~|certain power groups inside and outside 
,Jof France, for the purpose of building 
“up a political, economic and military ma- 
| chine plainly antagonistic to Russia, and 
.|that the final outcome can only be de- 
pfession, suppression, and a new world 
war. 

Almost ten years ago Léon Blum, who 
was then head of the French govern- 
ment, invented and executed the policy 
_|of non-intervention. This was .shortly 
after the outbreak of the Spanish Civil 
War. He did this, as he solemnly pro- 
claimed, to avoid a European war. This 
is what he sincerely believed even after 
he saw how the fascists all over the 
world used his policy to assist Franco. 
Due to the non-intervention of France 
and England, the Spanish Civil War be- 
‘| came the overture to the Second World 
War. But Blum refuses to recognize 
these consequences. Blumism is always 
right, somehow reality is wrong . 

Blum himself did not enter thre: new 
provisional De Gaulle cabinet which, in 
conformity with the wishes of the new 
Chamber of Deputies, will draft the 
Constitution of the Fourth Republic. But 
he remains the leader of the Party and 
the editor of Populaire and, therefore, 
will wield decisive influence. He is on 
good personal terms with De Gaulle, and 
intimate bonds of friendship link him 
with most members of the British Labor 
cabinet. He is the Grand Old Man of 
the Second International, whose rem- 
nants of an organizational bureau have 


been moved again to Brussels from Lon- 
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don, where thee were  Totated during the 


war. 


The French Socialist Party, however, 
is not one hundred percent imbued with 
Blumism. There exists quite a sizable 


minority within the S.F.I.O. that will 
not remain passive if the party, under — 


Blum’s leadership, should slip more and 
more away from the progressive part of 
the population toward the conservative 
and even plainly reactionary groups 


which have been swelling the ranks of 


the Mouvement Republicain Populaire. 


The Fatal Roman Partner 


This newly organized Roman Catholic _ 


Party started originally with a progres- 


sive program, and some young people at 


the top, in their eagerness to accomplish 
things, were promising. But soon after 
the liberation of France their party be- 
came the field of operations for the out- 
spoken reactionaries among the huge 
group of advisers and friends around De 
Gaulle. Pétain-cardinals and Laval-arch- 
bishops as well as many old-time indus- 
trial and financial collaborationists have 
been openly backing the MRP with all 
the blessing of the Two Hundred Fam- 


ilies and the politicians in Vatican City. © 


If they have their way, the MRP will be- 
come the French counterpart of the pre- 
Hitler Center Party in Germany. 


Through its long alliance with the So- 


cial Democrats, the Center Party pre- 


vented or sabotaged skilfully every at- 
tempt at unifying Socialists and Com- 


munists in Germany and thereby paved Be 
the way for the militarists and Nazis. To- — 


day Blumism is slated to fulfill the same 


tole which Social Democrats like Ebert 


and Scheidemann played so well in 


Germany after 1918. The Center Party, — 
too, started out to produce fairly pro- 


gressive men like Wirth and Stegerwald, 
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but ended up with imposing on the Ger- 
man people such sheep’s-clothing “‘lib- 
erals” as Bruening and Von Papen., This 
pattern might appeal to the political 
strategists in and around the new French 
Catholic Party. I doubt that a repetition 
of the maneuver will succeed, but the 
mere attempt might do much harm to the 
cause of France and Europe. 

Nor does it look as though the pat- 
tern of Blumism is restricted to France. 
It is true that so far it has not been pos- 
sible to resurrect successfully the Roman 
Catholic parties in Germany, Austria and 
the rest of Central and Eastern Europe. 
The main reason is that so many of the 
leading Roman Catholic personalities 
have been too chummy with fascism and 
are completely discredited in the eyes of 
the people. The clerico-fascists around 
the cardinals Faulhaber (Munich) and 


Innitzer (Vienna), who were finally 


dropped by Washington and (though 
reluctantly) by London, failed or were 
not in a position to do what their col- 
leagues in France could accomplish. That 
is why, for the time being, Blumism, 
outside of France, will have to act more 
or less without a Roman Catholic part- 


- mer: it will have to confine itself to stall- 


ing any attempt of a merger with the 
Communists, and it will reject any offer 
of a truly popular government. That the 
Blums all over Europe will be the first 
to be dropped by those who are now 
lifting them into new prominence, in 
case something goes wrong, has not yet 
dawned on them and never will. The 
Blums are the Don Quixotes of the Left- 
ist movement; the Don Quixotes—and 
the grave-diggers. 


Atilee & Co. Hammer Wedge 


In this connection it must be empha- 
sized that the British authorities in the 
occupied countries of Europe are far 


mote active ie anyone else in helping: 
to widen the gulf between Socialists anc 
Communists. The work of sabotaging, b 
every conceivable means, the unificatiory) 
of the European Left, started, of course) 
with the Churchill government. But ir 
all fairness to Churchill and his more en) 


lightened conservative friends it must be | 


said that what they did to further the 
cause of good old British imperialism» 
was child’s play compared to what the 


Attlee-Bevin-Laski team is now engagec!) 


in doing: these Laborities have a deep- 
seated (and understandable) hatred to+ 
ward every genuine leftist movement. Tc) 
them, true Socialism means the end of. 
the chance to become a Peer and to be 
invited to tea by His Majesty. 

That is why we witness the pretty: 


spectacle of the ‘Red’ Harold Laski | 
fuming against Pietro Nenni, leader of | 


the Italian Socialists, because Nenni does 
not oppose a4 /imine the idea of a merger 


between Italian Socialists and Commu-_ 
nists. This merger alone could save Italy, | 
and the British, who rule that country — 
like a minor crown colony, are fully | 
aware of it. The tottering remnants of 


the Italian section of the Second Interna- 


tional also know this, of course. For | 


months they have been abusing Nenni 
as a traitor and Moscow agent, as a 
saboteur, in fact, as the incarnation of 
everything evil. So far they have suc- 
ceeded in maintaining, with the help of 
British bayonets, the cleavage between 
Socialists and Communists in many parts 
of Italy. : 

‘In Germany, the British (and, to a 
lesser degree, the Americans) do not 
permit any political activities in their re- 
spective zones of occupation which they 
suspect might lead directly or indirectly 
to ‘an understanding between Social 
Democrats and Communists. Only a few 
Social Democratic leaders, who lived in 
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ceived permission temporarily to return 
to Germany. Their past activities and 
oj their present frame of mind offer suf- 
ficient guarantee that they would oppose 
ij any “united front’ in the British Zone 
of occupation. 

In Berlin, however, under the auspices 
of the Russians, a joint working com- 
mittee las been formed, which is com- 
posed of German Social Democrats and 
Communists. But the British, French and 
American authorities have hitherto re- 
fused categorically to allow the commit- 
tee to get in touch with Social Demo- 
cratic or Communist groups outside of 
Berlin. (A temporary exception was 
made by the British when they permitted 
three delegates from Berlin to attend the 
ski] conference of the Social Democratic 
Party near Hanover.) At the beginning 
of October, the two chairmen of the new 
Central Committee of the German Social 
+ Democratic Party in Berlin made a very 
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sound public statement which said, in 


part: ; 

“The merger of the two parties should 
not result from decisions or orders of the 
party leadership, but should develop out 
of our work together . . . The division 
into two parties seems superfluous and 
the merger into one large workers’ party 
will follow inevitably from the growing 
community of views and actions.” 

There is some hope that many of the 
new and younger leaders of the German 
Social Democratic Party have broken def- 
initively with Blumism and the tradi- 
tions of the Second International. This 
is precisely why they are looked upon 
with suspicion by the political advisers ~ 
of the occupation armies and why they ~ 
are slandered and attacked by the old 
pre-Hitler Central Committee of the So- 
cial Democratic Party in London or the 
rather comical ghosts hovering around 
Friedrich Stampfer in New York and 
their worthy protector, the New Leader. 


THAT HISTORIC LIE AGAIN 


If the young people in the Y oyth for Christ rallies are anti-Semitic, then 


the Gospel is anti-Semitic, and that, of course, is exactly the point Mr. 
Williams is hitting at. The Gospel does accuse the Jew of having a part in 
the crucifixion of Christ; the Gospel of Jesus Christ does declare that the 
Jews are suffering today because they have rejected Christ. But this is not 
anti-Semitism. This same Gospel that points out the sin of the Jews offers 
to them salvation by grace, just as it does to the Gentiles. The greatest friend 
that the-Jew has in this world is the born-again Christian. 


Mr. Williams would also speak, if he were perfectly consistent, of the 
Bible as being an anti-Semitic book, or the New Testament as being an antt- 
Semitic book. To tell the Jews that they are lost, under condemnation, and 
suffering today as they are because they have rejected Jesus Christ, is anti- 
Semitism, according to the communists of Mr. Williams’ stripe. 


The Pilgrim Torch, published monthly by Christian Youth for Amer- 
ica, August, 1945. (From an article attacking Rev. Claude Williams.) . 


PROTESTANT ACTION LOG 
By BEN RICHARDSON 


ae FOLLOWING represents a brief re- 
port of some of the activities of our 
Regional Action Groups throughout the 
country during the last quarter. These 
committees have taken a very active part 
in local, national and international 
affairs. 
* * * 


In addition to sending letters of pro- 
test to the members of the Senate, re- 
questing their repudiation of Senator 
Theodore Bilbo’s un-American tirades 
in his effort to defeat the FEPC and 
» other democratic legislation, THE PRoT- 
_ ESTANT sent a strong wire directly to 

Bilbo. 

* * * 

A telegram asking for the ouster of 
Generalissimo Franco was sent to Cle- 
ment Attlee, Prime Minister of Great 
Britain. Similar telegrams were sent to 
_ the other two members of the Big Three, 
then meeting in Potsdam, President 
_ Harry S. Truman and Generalissimo 
_ Joseph Stalin. 


* * * 


Dr. George N. Shuster, President of 
Hunter College, expressed an implied 
approval of the Nazi regime in an ar- 
ticle in The Commonweal in 1933. Re- 
cently the War Department sent Dr. 
Shuster to Germany as a member of a 
fact-finding commission with regard to 
Nazi attitudes and actions in the field of 
foreign relations. THE PROTESTANT sent 
the Secretary of War a letter of protest 
against the ill-advised appointment of 
Dr. Shuster. In addition to this action, 
the August-September edition of THE 
PROTESTANT carried a fully documented 
verification of our contentions concern- 


ing Dr. Shuster in an article by Heinz | 
Pol. 
* ; * * 
Threats have come from officials of © j 
some of the country’s largest industries — 
to the effect that they intend to, destroy Hi 
progressive unionism. Labor is in a crisis. k 
The Chicago Regional Action Committee : 
took a definite stand in Labor’s behalf. 
The Chicago Sun of Saturday, September — ; 
8, carried the first of a series of half-page — 
advertisements declaring the position of { 
the Protestant churches toward organized — 
labor. This ad also notified the public — { 
that on Sunday, September 9, a number, 
of clergymen (whose names were listed) i 
planned to preach sermons pointing up — 
the valuable contributions of union labor — 
to American. life. This effort on the part 
of the Chicago Regional Action Com- 
mittee has been welcomed by labor and _ 
has done much to strengthen its position 
in the community and to thwart the | 
union-crippling plans of some of the 
major industries in the Chicago area. 
* * * 


On the night of Tuesday, August 28, 
1945, at approximately 10 p.m., a gang 
of Gentiles numbering more than thirty 
teen-age youths from the West 1st Street 
section of Brooklyn (a predominantly 
Italian and. Irish Catholic community) © 
invaded the Brighton Sixth Street section 
(an almost all-Jewish area), accosted and 
brutally beat three Jewish boys. 

Police arrived belatedly and began dis- 
persing the gang. Outraged citizens of 
the Jewish community demanded that 
the police make arrests. To this demand 
one policeman is alleged to have replied, 
“Shut up!’ You Jews brought Hitler.” 
Later, however, two members of the 
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gang: were Pita into iia atte by the po- 


lice but were never delivered to the pre- 
cinct station and no record was made of 
their having been arrested. _ 

THE PROTESTANT learned of this in- 
cident through a telephone call by an 
eye-witness who had heard of our anti- 
Fascist work at a meeting addressed by 
the Rev. William Ellis Davies. 

Telegrams urging an immediate in- 
vestigation and appropriate action were 
sent to Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, Mayor 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia, Commissioner 
Lewis J. Valentine, and District Attorney 
George J. Beldock of Brooklyn. Our tele- 
grams received an immediate response. 
Commissioner Valentine directed Chief 
Inspector John J. O’Connell to investi- 
gate the matter. As a result of this inves- 
tigation, it was found that the policemen 
were delinquent in their duties for not 
having delivered to the precinct for for- 
mal booking the boys they had taken into 
custody. Departmental charges were pre- 
ferred against them and both officers 
were suspended. 

In response to THE PROTESTANT’S 
telegram, District Attorney Beldock in- 
stituted a separate investigation to deter- 
mine further police laxity and’ to probe 
the likelihood’ of mature organization 
and direction in the gang beatings. Hear- 
ings for this purpose have been held in 
the District Attorney’s office, at which 
representatives of THE PROTESTANT, 
Rev. Ben Richardson and Ralph Currie, 
and members of the New York Regional 
Action Committee, Rev. B. V. Norman, 
Rev. Boise Dent and Rev. Murdock Pal- 
mer, were present. As a result of these 
hearings the name of the instigator of the 
outbreak was determined. He was a sol- 
_dier AWOL, The Brighton police re- 
turned him to his camp. THE PRoTest- 
_ ANT has obtained a promise from the 
_ Army that he will be released for civic 


prosecution as soon as his accuser, pres- 
ently a fugitive from justice, can be 
found. An extensive alarm has been is- 
sued for the immediate apprehension of = 


the fugitive. 


* * * 


Mrs. Anna Berger was accosted by a 


Gentile woman on Broadway, New York 


City on the evening of October 1, 1945. 


Her assailant made anti-Semitic remarks. 
A policeman appeared on the scene and 
Mrs. Berger alleges he intimated her. 
She said also that he was reluctant to do 
his duty when she demanded that her of- 
fender be arrested. THE PROTESTANT 
entered the picture, reported the police- 
man’s action to his local precinct supe- 
rior and to Commissioner Wallander, 
and also obtained the services of our 
lawyers in Mrs. Berger’s behalf. A sum- 
mons was taken out for the woman who 
struck Mrs. Berger and court proceedings 
are now under way. 


* * * 


The case of Morris Anmuth is still be- 
ing fought. Anmuth is a young Jewish 
Philadelphia businessman who was bru- 
tally beaten by two policemen on the 
night of September 7, 1944, because he 


_booed Presidential candidate Thomas E. 


Dewey as the candidate passed through 
the 30th Street Railroad Station of that 
city. 

Anmuth was arrested and charged 
with inciting to riot and assault and bat- 


tery. He in turn had two officers, James 


McCarthy and Samuel Ralston, arrested 
on charges of aggravated assault and bat- 
tery. A decision was handed down by a 


jury on June 22, which found all parties — 


not guilty of the charges as stated. The 
Philadelphia Regional Action Committee 
of THE PROTESTANT forced the courts 


to bring the case to trial. Members of 
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both the New York and Philadelphia 
Committees attended the trial and are 
convinced that Judge Clare Fenerty was 
biased in his conduct of it. They feel also 
that his repeated refusal to allow the 
anti-Semitic nature of the case to be men- 
tioned represented a gross abuse of his 
office. Kenneth Leslie has prepared a 
thorough and irrefutable analysis of the 
Anmuth case, pointing out the grave 
political and judicial-fascist implications 
of the case. This analysis will appear as 
a pamphlet and will be distributed to 
thousands of clergymen throughout the 
state of Pennsylvania as the first of a 
series of actions of protest against the 
injustice of the Anmuth case. 


* * * 


In the September issue of Soviet Rus- 
sia Today, Kenneth Leslie presented a 
shocking expose on the Roman Cath- 
olic Front against the USSR. This thor- 
oughly documented article is an excellent 
study of the attitude of the diocesan press 
toward our great ally. Mr. Leslie’s article 
is most timely in view of the subtle and 
insidious press campaign that is being 
conducted against the Soviet Union in 
the United States. 


* * * 


___ Jewish people on the lower east side 
of New York have experienced a wave 
of anti-Semitic outrages. On the evening 
of September 10th a group of Gentile 
boys between the ages of 9 and 15 in- 
vaded Henry Street, armed with sticks 
and large rocks. They picked fights with 
several Jewish boys whom they met on 
the street. The Jewish boys defended 
themselves and drove off their attackers. 
The gang then entered the Rabbi Jacob 
Joseph School on Henry Street and 
tushed noisily through the hallways. 


The following day, September 11, a 


gang of Gentile youths congregated on a} 


the Rutgers Playground close to the 


Rabbi Jacob Joseph School. Again the — 
boys were armed with sticks and large © 
stones. They left the playground and ~ 
walked toward the corner of Henry and © 
Jefferson Streets where they accosted a — 
Jewish boy named Horowitz. They im- — 
mediately set upon him and brutally beat 
him. In the course of the beating Horo- 
witz was thrown to the ground and 
kicked in the face. The gang then walked 
west on Henry Street and accosted an- 
other Jewish boy, Seymour Ossip, whom 
they also attacked without provocation. 


The police were called and responded, | 


but by the time they arrived the gang 
had dispersed. An eye-witness to the in- 
cidents pointed out to the police two 
boys who had taken part in the beating. 


’ The officers took the two boys into cus- 


tody and questioned them. Both boys de- — 
nied any participation in the beatings 
and were let go. 


The people in that general area of the — | 


lower east side have expressed real fear 
of going on the street at night or attend- 
ing theatres alone. Signs have been 
painted on,the walls, saying, “Watch out 
you Jewish mockeys,” and warning of 
the approaching - of doom for the 
Jews. 

A Jewish es is located at 240 
Madison Street between Jefferson and 


- Clinton Streets. There is a small back 


yard in the rear of the Synagogue. In one 
corner of the yard a booth (or Succoth) 

was erected by the people of the congre- 
gation as a place of religious observance 
during the Jewish holidays. The roof ot 

the Succoth is thatched with dry grass 
and other highly inflammable materials.’ 
(The capacity of the booth is about fif- 
teen people.) On Saturday, September 
22, some elderly Jewish people were sit- 


ting quietly in the booth, praying. About 


8:30 p-m. lighted material was thrown 
on to the roof of the booth from a win- 
dow in a tenement nearby. The roof im- 
mediately burst into flames and the 
people were forced to flee the burning 
structure. Firemen were called, but by 
the time they arrived extensive damage 
had been done to the building. Two 


policemen came to the scene and made 


preliminary investigations. Details of 
their findings are not known. 

On the night of September 22, eleven 
plate glass windows of Jewish-owned 
stores were smashed by anti-Semitic van- 
dals. All of the stores were located in the 
lower east side of New York. Eye-wit- 
nesses say a car drove into the neighbor- 
hood and that three hoodlums got out, 
smashed the windows, entered the car 
again and drove away. To date the police 
have not apprehended the guilty parties. 

In all of these cases THE PROTESTANT 
has entered the picture, made on-the-spot 
investigations, sent delegations to the 
police officials including Commissioner 


Wallander’s office and pressed for im- 


mediate and sustained police action. 

_ These cases came to the notice of THE 
PROTESTANT through the efforts of the 
victims themselves who, knowing of our 
work, telephoned us or otherwise con- 
tacted us when the outrages occurred. 


* * * 


The Daughters of the American Rev- 
olution have again come into public no- 
tice by their refusal to allow Negro art- 
ists to appear in Constitution Hall, 
Washington, D. C. THE PROTESTANT 
took action in protest against this un- 
American practice. The requirements for 
membership as stated in the DAR Con- 
stitution provide that any person who 
can prove herself to be a descendant of a 
Revolutionary figure is eligible for mem- 
bership. THE PROTESTANT knows that 
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well over 3,000 Negroes fought in that — 


war. It, therefore, requested Senator 
James Mead to have the genealogical ar- 
chives of the Congressional Library 
searched for descendants of some of 
these Negro Revolutionary War soldiers. 
In addition, it is carrying on a private 
search of records to find such a descend- 
ant, with the express purpose of present- 
ing this person to the DAR for member- 
ship. As this is written a great degree of 
success has been achieved in this search. 


* * * 


Bishop James A. Griffin of the Spring- 
field, Ill., Roman Catholic Diocese ob- 
jected to certain references in a book en- 
titled Meaning of Intelligence, written 
by Dr. George D. Stoddard, New York 
State Commissioner of Education, and 
published in 1943. Dr. Stoddard is the 
President-elect of the University of Illi- 
nois. The references objected to concern 
religion. THE PROTESTANT construed 
the Archbishop’s attempt to coerce Dr. 
Stoddard as an infringement by the 
Church on the rights of public school 
education, and wrote a letter to Dr. 
Stoddard offering its services in his be- 
half. To date Dr. Stoddard has suggested 
a policy of watchful waiting and he in- 
dicated further that he will welcome 
THE PROTESTANT’S assistance at such a 
time as the matter takes a definite turn 
in the suspected direction. 


* * * 


A wire was sent to President Truman 
in the name of THE PROTESTANT and 
the more than five thousand clergymen 
associated with it, protesting against 
American intervention in the Chinese 
Civil War. This wire demanded an im- 
mediate cessation of the use of American 
troops and planes to help carry on the 
Chungking government’s war against 
the Communists. 
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A telegram was addressed to Prime 
Minister Clement Attlee on the occasion 
of his visit to the United States to confer 


with President Harry S. Truman on the 


atom bomb. The telegram expressed the 
indignant protest of Christian clergymen 
against the useless bloodshed brought 
about by Anglo-American-Dutch imperi- 


-alistic efforts in Indonesia. The telegram 


urged also the immediate withdrawal of 
British troops from Indonesia. A similar 
wire was addressed to President Harry S. 
Truman. a 


- A representative of THE-_PROTESTANT 
spoke at a mass rally sponsored by the 
American-Indonesian people in an effort 
to obtain funds to support the more than 
174 Indonesian seamen who walked off 
of Dutch ships in New York Harbor in 


' protest against the abuses of the Anglo- 


American - Dutch policy in Indonesia. 
Copies of these telegrams were submitted 
to the press and received goodly notice 


in metropolitan newspapers. 


* * * 


On October 3 John O’Donnell, colum- 
nist for the New York Daily News, 
wrote one of the most scurrilous anti- 


‘Semitic columns ever to appear in an 
-American newspaper. 


An overwhelming wave of public in- 
dignation forced O’Donnell and his pub- 
lishers to give a statement which pur- 
ported to be an apology, but which in 
truth was not. THE PROTESTANT pre- 
pared an advertisement deploring the 


O'Donnell column and serving a warn- 
ing to America that, if such abuses are. 


allowed to continue, the cause of fas- 
cism will be greatly advanced. Efforts 
were made to have this advertisement 


appear in the New York Post. After a 


delegation of clergymen called on Mr. 
T. O. Thackrey, Editor of the Post, our 
advertisement did appear in the columns 


of that paper as a news story. The signa- | 


tures of some thirty clergymen were 
attached to the original advertisement. 
Clergymen connected with the office 
of THE PROTESTANT and its New York 
Regional Action Group picketed the of- 
fices of the Daily News. Advertisers in 
the Daily News were solicited by letter 
and telegram to withdraw their adver- 
tisements. The response was encourag- 
ing and to date millions of dollars worth 
of advertising are reported to have been 
withdrawn as a result of the effort. A re- 
cent figure quoted by responsible author- 
ities indicates a drop in the circulation of 


the Daily News of more than 200,000 in 


Staten Island and the Bronx. 


* bad bad 


THE PROTESTANT joined the parents — 


and teachers of New York in their fight 
to have Miss May Quinn, ‘a Brooklyn 
teacher, ousted from the public school 
system because\ of her biased and un- 


American teachings. Strong letters of - 


protest against the continuance of Miss 


Quinn in the public school system were — 


sent to Superintendent of Schools John 
E. Wade. 

As a result of the combined protests 
of many organizations throughout the 
city, Miss Quinn will be tried by the 


- Board of Education at an early date, at 


which time the complaints against her 
will be heard. 

In connection with the Board of Edu- 
cation and improvement in. the public 
school system, THE PROTESTANT has 
wired Mayor-elect William O’Dwyer to 
consider the appointment of a Negro to 
the Board of Education so that the 
Negro children who make up a large 
portion of the student body of our public 
schools may have a responsible represen- 
tative of their community in that body. 


(Continued in the next issue) 
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By ALFRED KANTOROWICZ 


| RADIO MADRID—CALLING ALL FASCISTS 


—Radio Nacional de Madrid carries on where Goebbels left off. 


ISTENING TO Radio Madrid’s daily 
1 propaganda broadcasts to Europe 
and the Americas leaves one with the 
impression that the position of the Span- 
ish fascist oligarchy—Franco as a person 
is dispensable—has strengthened rather 
than weakened in recent months. More 
restrained and defensive during the ex; 
piration of the Nazi machine in Ger- 
many and for some weeks after VE-Day, 

the Spanish radio, reflecting the mood of 
the clique around Hitler’s Spanish Gau- 
leiter, has become more defiant, more 
aggressive, more abusive with every day 


that passes. 


The reasons for this frightfully symp- 
tomatic development lie: 

1) Generally in the emergence of the 
differences between the Western powers 
and Russia, which seem to fulfill the su- 
preme hopes of Nazis and Fascists all 
over the world. In a Europe recon- 
structed under the policy of building up 
a chain of “bulwarks against bolshe- 
vism,”’ fascist Spain—likte Nazi Germany 
formerly — would hold an important 
place, and the intransigents of the 
Franco clique stiffen with the prospects 
of so fateful a course. 

2) More particularly in the world- 
wide concerted efforts of high Roman 
Catholic Church dignitaries and parts of 
the Roman Catholic press to save fascism 
in Spain. 

; * * * 

After the collapse of Nazi Germany, 

Radio Madrid’s propagandists for some 


_ weeks gave lip service to the Allied 
cause, professed Spanish sympathy with 


democratic ideals and “readiness for 


_ post-war cooperation in the defense of 


Christian culture.” They harped endless- 


fy on the theme that Franco Spain not — 


only welcomed the victoty of the West- 
ern=powers over the Axis, but claimed 
that she actually had contributed to this 
victory by her “‘loyal and honest neutral- 
ity.” During July and August they 
switched the line to stubbornly repeat- 
ing that nobody was supposed to “‘med- 
dle in the internal affairs of Spain.” 
During September and October their ar- 
togance had again become reminiscent 
of the days when their idol Hitler was 


the undisputed master of Europe. The 


Spanish fascists’ approach to world 
problems has become bolder, more posi- 
tive, so to speak. They no longer are 
content to escape punishment for their 
crimes, it is they who now are meddling 
in the affairs of all other European coun- 
tries—advising the French how to vote, 
proclaiming the rights of the Greeks to 


occupy Albania, calling the Yugoslav 


government a gangster regime, vilifying 
the Russians in every broadcast, trans- 
mitting articles which insist that Britain 


should not get an American loan if the 


Laski point of view concerning Spain 


prevails. Franco is presented not only as. 


the admired and benevolent leader of 
his gtateful people and the most beloved 
son of the Holy Church, but as the cham- 
pion of Europe’s defense against the 
“Asiatic hordes,” the rallying point of 


“Christianity” in a world threatened by 


barbarism. — } ‘ 
The degree of insolence they have 
reached is perhaps best exemplified in 


the recent broadcast of Franco’s Foreign 


Minister, Alberto Martin Artajo, to the 


“Latin-American sister nations’ on the — 
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occasion of the “Day of the Spanish 
Race.” He brazenly boasted of the coun- 
ter-offensive carried out by the Spanish 
fascist propagandists “‘to affirm once 
more Spain’s decision to persist in the 
ideological and political line begun on 
July 18, 1936” (the D-day of the fascist 


_ putsch). The broadcast also contained a 


passage which we have not read in press 
reports here, namely that Spain, “‘rejoic- 
ing’ at the liberation of the Philippines, 
was “determined to collaborate in their 
reconstruction, particularly in the cul- 
tural and religious life.”’ The outrage of 
this~statement can only be measured 
when one remembers how the same 
Franco, regime once rejoiced (without 
quotation marks) at the conquest of the 
Philippines by the Japanese. On October 
26, 1943, a Tokyo propaganda broad- 
cast gleefully announced that José P. 
Laurel (the Philippine Quisling) “‘has 
received messages of felicitation from 
Count Jordana, Foreign Minister of 
Spain, on the proclamation of ‘Philip- 
pine independence.’” The message to 
Laurel spoke of the “indestructible 
bonds of union of historical consangui- 
nity and affection” between Spain and 
the Philippines, and assured the Japa- 
nese puppet of the ‘‘most sincere senti- 
ments, not only of the chief of state, 
Generalissimo Franco, the government 
and the ministry of foreign affairs, but 
also of all the Spanish people.” 

It is worthwhile to recall in this con- 
nection a statement made by the Hon. 
John M. Coffee in the House of Repre- 
sentatives on June 19, 1944, revealing 
the “treacherous role the Spanish Fal- 
ange had played in the Axis fifth col- 
umn in Manila’ and relating that “‘after 
the Japanese took Manila, all the for- 
eign diplomats were herded into a room 
by the conquerors and asked to prepare a 
list of Americans most dangerous to Ja- 
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pan. All but one of the diplomats re- 4 


fused. The only man to prepare such 
a list for the Japanese was José del 
Castano, Spanish Consul General in 
Manila and chief of the Spanish Falange 
of the Philippines.Need I add,” con- 
cluded Mr. Coffee, ‘that every Ameri- 
can on del Castano’s list who was subse- 
quently caught by the Japanese was ex- 
ecuted.”” 

This is but one sample among thou- 
sands of Franco Spain’s cooperation with 
America’s enemies. But it highlights the 
shameful state of affairs that~some 
months after the defeat of the powers 


whom the Spanish fascists served so de-: 


votedly, Franco’s Foreign Minister can 
dare proclaim the Spanish government's 
“determination” to influence “the cul- 
tural and religious life’’ of the Philip- 
pines,“ wrested from Franco’s friends 
with the blood of tens of thousands of 


Americans. 
* * * 


_ Nov.-Dec. 


The Spanish fascist counter-offensive ~ 


of which Senor Artajo boasted, has been 
under way ever since Franco, on June 
20, 1945, personally inaugurated a new 
powerful short-wave transmitter in 
Madrid. Six wéeks after the Goebbels 
propaganda mills in Germany had been 
silenced, his broadcast set the pattern 
for the continuation of the Goebbels 
line by Radio Nacional de Madrid which 
thus became the official center of fascist 
radio activities on a world-wide scale. 
The Caudillo told his listeners that 
Spain was ‘‘as you desire her: holy, war- 
like, artistic, generous, honorable and 
marvellous.’ Then, answering the ques- 
tion of an anonymous foreigner: “Why 
doesn’t Spain issue more propaganda on 
her reality, on her great economic and 
social work and on her resurgence?” 
Franco gave the assurance that these new 
transmissions to the Americas would do 


|| 
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just that; or, as it was formulated in a 
Madrid broadcast over these new trans- 
mitters on June 24: the Spanish propa- 
ganda ‘“‘will help to broaden the outlook 
of the Latin-American peoples and bring 
them nearer to their homeland.” Three 
months later this station stated with sat- 
isfaction the ‘‘success of the Spanish 
broadcast service to the Latin-American 
audiences, which gave our brothers 
abroad the truth about Spain ‘and thus 
counteracted the slanderous and evil-in- 
tentioned foreign propaganda.” ; 
The propaganda of Radio Nacional, 
carrying on where Goebbels left off, 
never misses an opportunity to set one 
of the Allies against the other, one day 
playing up a statement of Mr. Bevin 
against a remark of President Truman, 
another day laying stress on a contro- 
versy between Washington and Paris 
and, of course, day after day raising the 
bogey of the ‘“‘bolshevist’ menace” 
against which the Western world should 
unite for the ‘defense of Christian 
civilization.” ‘ 
Anyone who dares utter the slightest 
criticism of the Franco setup is de- 
nounced as a bolshevik or a tool of bol- 
shevism, a liar, a propagandist of god- 
lessness. The BBC was accused of “‘in- 
sulting Spain day after day;” French 
papers were blamed for “fostering civil 
war in Spain;”’ even Reader’s Digest was 
charged with ‘“‘spreading lies and false 
information.” The same honorable dis- 
tinction of being reprimanded by the 
voice of fascism is shared by Reutet’s, 

the Associated Press, Collier’s magazine 

and uncountable publications, writers 

and radio commentators. The delegates 
. of the trade-union conference in Paris, 
who came out in favor of their govern- 
ments breaking with the Franco regime, 
were branded as an international gang 
of racketeers. 
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The Spanish Republican leaders are 
represented as a “bunch of criminals.” 
It is implied that not only the Spanish 
people but the whole world must be 
grateful to the Saviour Franco for de- 
feating these anti-Christs. A permanent 
feature in this polemic (to use an unduly 
polite word for the flood of abuse) is 
the accusation that the Republican 
leaders had stolen ‘“‘thousands of mil- 
lions of pesetas in gold, silver and 
jewels from the National Treasury or 
from private people, or from churches 
whose sacred vessels and relics were 
carried off abroad in their suitcases by 
men who now constitute this exiled 
government.” Another day, Radio Naci- 
onal even acquainted us with the bank 
accounts of these “‘church robbers.” Dr. 
Negrin, we learned, thus made a fortune 
of no less than 370 million pesetas. But 
that is modest as compared to the 650 
million francs which Luis Araquistain 
has deposited in a French bank, or the 
over 500 million pesetas which consti- 
tute the sum of the personal loot of 
Senor Prieto, not to mention such poor 
runners-up as Fernando de Los Rios 
who has to be satisfied with but 
225,645,000 francs. “These are unques- 
tionable, undeniable and_ universally 
recognized facts,” Radio Madrid empha- 
sizes, and adds: ‘The whole world 
knows it.’ They always add “The whole 
world knows it’? when they tell a par-— 
ticularly monstrous lie. 

The publication of the exchange of 
letters between Churchill and Franco 
was considered by Madrid as a “breach 
of confidence” which had violated 
“courtesy and good manners.” But the 
Spanish pupils of Goebbels found the 
twist to point out that Cassandra 
Franco’s demand for a Western Bloc 
had proved his “‘clear-sighted wisdom.” 
Even General de Gaulle is “asking now 


“ 


for a Western Bloc,” 


structions public.” 


e e ~ by themselves.” 


they concluded 
triumphantly. The publication of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's letter to Ambassador 


Armour on the dangers of Spanish 
fascism was disposed of with the remark 


“absurd to make these in- 
As far as Spain was 
concerned the case was closed; she had 


that it was 


e: but to repeat that the road to be taken 


by Spaniards “can only be determined 


The maiden speech on foreign policy 


__ of British Foreign Minister Bevin gave 


Madrid propagandists a break. His state- 


ment on non-interference in the “in- 


ternal affairs of Spain”. was received 


with “great satisfaction by political 


circles in Madrid.’’ For days and weeks 
afterwards, Radio Nacional hailed this 
speech as the “best proof that British 
foreign policy is to continue on its tradi- 
tional line.’” Articles in the Spanish 
Press expressing enthusiastic approval 


were quoted. The British Labour Gov- 
- ernment’s 


“clear and positive conclu- 
sion’ on Spain was presented as a tacit 


_ admission that the Spanish people “could 
continue their freedom and the progres- 


Sive regime which saved them from 


_ Chaos,’”’ and that Britain “respected the 
_ Spanish State, 

_ which had‘ the faith and the gratitude of 
+ the people.” 
_ America on August 21, Madrid jubi- 
’ lantly informed its listeners that the 


incarnated by Franco, 


In a broadcast to Latin 


“statement on foreign policy of non- 


intervention in the internal affairs of 


Spain made by the Foreign Minister of 
Great Britain had a favorable effect on 


today’s stock market exchange which is 


the most rapid, sensitive and objective 


3 index that exists.’’ 


Franco got another lease by the 
“favorable development’ of economic 
relations with other countries, particu- 


Jarly the conclusion of the French- 


_ Spanish trade agreement. It was empha- 


_world.” 


. people. Thus the cordial relations pe- 


sized that thereafter “many countries 
were ready to conclude trade agreements 
with Spain” and that Franco’s realm was 
thus “‘cooperating in reorganizing the 
One should not say _ that 
Madrid’s propagandists: were ungrate- 
ful: on September 21 they came out 
with the advice to vote for De Gaulle: 
‘Fort France and Europe let us hope that’ 
De Gaulle wins. A France without him — 
would lead to a situation similar to the” 
Spanish civil war.’ 


* * * 


But in spite of these “lucky breaks,” | 
the Nazi-fostered Spanish fascism could” 
not have held out so vigorously after 
the breakdown of the Berlin central pil- 
lar were it not for the powerful backing 
Franco’s regime receives from most in- 
fiuential Roman Catholic «circles in 
Europe and the Americas. In this con- 
nection we have to bear in mind that 
Pope Pius XII, transmitting his last © 
year’s Christmas message, singled out | 
Spain and the head of the Spanish state 
as the first among all nations of the 
world to be praised for their “charity.” 
In an introductory note to the publica- 
tion of the message in The New York 
Times, the paper's Rome correspondent 
stated: “Although the Pope listed the 
nations alphabetically when praising 
them for their charity at the close of his 
message, he preceded the general list | 
with Spain and Ireland, and in the | 
former case specified ‘the head of the © 
state’ as well as the government and the 


tween Generalissimo Francisco Franco 
and the Vatican are ade, re-empha- 
sized,” / 
The implications of this demonstra- 
tive political act were, of course, well 


understood throughout the Roman Cath- aI 
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olic world. No wonder then that we are 
witnessing today a well concerted all-out 
effort by so many Roman Catholic digni- 
taries and papers to postpone and possi- 
bly even to prevent the hour of retribu- 
tion for Hitler's offspring in Spain. Well 
did Radio Nacional boast that ‘the dip- 
lomatic corps’ had-attended the celebra- 
tion of Franco's ninth anniversary as 
chief of state, on October 1; it did not 
say, however, that the ‘‘diplomatic corps”’ 
in reality consisted of the Papal Nuncio 
—the only foreign diplomatic represen- 
tative to honor with his presence the 
commemoration of this shameful date. 


It was on this occasion that the Cau- : 


dillo bestowed decorations on men who 
had rendered particularly valuable serv- 
ices to his regime. One of them was Dr. 
Enrique Pla y Daniel, his close friend 
and host at the time of the civil war, 
whom Franco, in 1941, had nominated 
Archbishop of Toledo and Primate of 
Spain, as a reward for his outstanding 
contribution to the fascist cause. (The 
concordat with the Vatican gives Franco 
the privilege to designate Spanish 
bishops, subject to ratification by the 
Holy See.) .Dr. Pla y Daniel had well 
deserved this new favor. In a pastoral 
letter, published on the front pages of 
all Madrid papers ,on September 2, he 
forcefully and unequivocally endorsed 

the Franco tyranny. After praising ‘‘the 
friendly harmony between Church and 
State in Spain,” the Primate stated ‘‘sol- 
emnly” that the ‘‘most perfect neutrality 
has been kept by Spain. The prelates and 
the entire community faithfully support 
’ this.”” He warned of the dangers of 
“foreign propaganda against Spain’ and 
protested against the exclusion of Franco 
Spain from the United Nations. “Can 
the absence of Spain be of any use to 
the community of the United Nations? 
Spain, mother, faith and language of 


twenty nations, a nation of spiritual 
strength, defender of Christian. civiliza- 
tion and founder of Western civiliza- 
tion?” 


- Reuter’s correspondent John Kimche, — ise 


who at that very time travelled through ~ 
Spain, came to the conclusion that — 
‘Franco was further strengthened by 
the pastoral letter from Spanish Primate 


Archbishop of Toledo.” Said he: “This 
marks the virtual re-entry of the Spanish =~ 


Church into active politics. The pastoral 
letter leaves no doubt that the church 
has sided with Franco now as before.” 
Although Kimche’s report in general 
was rather on the conservative side and 
outspokenly anti-Communist, this one 
remark provoked a flood of hysterical » 
outbursts from the propagandists of 
Radio Madrid. He could not or would 
not see the truth about Spain, they 
shouted, the truth which had been made 
known irrefutably by the Primate’s per-_ 
sonal letter. Kimche had told so many 


lies that they would have to deal with Ma 


him in further broadcasts; and they did. 
The Primate’s political endorsement 
of the Nazi-appointed regime was pre- 


ceded and followed by many similar BA 


manifestations by Spanish prelates. _ 
Thus fortified by the blessings of 
high and highest representatives of the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Generalis- 
simo, in his address to religious advisers, 
could dare proclaim himself and his 
followers as ‘‘God’s soldiers’’—which in 
the mouth of this abominable mass — 
murderer is certainly one of the most — 
stunning blasphemies ever uttered. 
This address, broadcast Sept. 11 to- 
the Americas, also contained a passage — 
considered by all students of Nazi polit- — 
ical strategy as foreboding an all-out — 


offensive by all forces behind the fascist 
regime in Spain. ‘Franco said: “Above 


the states, above the governments there — 


exists a super-state, the Masonic super- 
state which gives orders and directives 
to its members.’ Yes, there is such a 
“super-state above the states, above the 
governments.” It is not a Masonic super- 
state, of course. 

By raising the bogey of an imaginary 
“Masonic super-state,’ Franco appealed 
to the forces of the real “super-state 
above the governments” to make a su- 
preme effort to save his regime. 

The powerful machinery was set in 
_ motion. According to Madrid, the vice- 
rector of the Baltimore St. Mary Sem- 
inary, Father Vassilei, wrote a letter to 
President Truman urging him not to fall 
for “the noise made by USA com- 
munists and left-wingers” concerning 
Spain. He tried to laugh the problem 
off with the funny remark that Spain 
“did not even support any Republican 
for the USA presidency.”’ At’ the same 
time we learned that the Spanish papers 
had printed on their front pages the 
report that 1,600 members of the Asso- 
ciation of USA Catholic Lawyers had 
protested against alleged ‘‘interference 
by State Department officials in Spanish 
internal affairs.”’ 

This alleged intention of the State 
_ Department “meddling into internal 
Spanish affairs’’ became the object of a 
terrific pressure campaign; over and over 
again Radio Madrid denounced these in- 
tentions and warned the State Depart- 
ment of the “bad impression the inter- 
ference in the private affairs of Spain 
must make in Spanish America (sic) 
while it silently tolerates the complete 
destruction of freedom in Poland, Lithu- 
ania, Latvia and the Balkans.” 

This line was echoed in America by 
the Roman Catholic weekly The Tablet, 
the paper most quoted by the Spanish 
tadio and the Spanish press. “Latin 
America can well wonder what motives 
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impel us to stir up bloody revolutions 
and the persecution of Christianity in» 
Spain to eliminate what we call ‘Fascism’ 
while millions of Eastern Europeans are— 
being crucified and incarcerated under 


the Red fascism of Soviet Russia,” wrote 
the managing editor of The Tablet in an 


open letter to Francis H. Russel, chief 
of the division ‘of public liaison of the 
State Department. The letter (which i in 


the course ofthe pressure campaign to ' 


save Franco was recently reprinted in 
the Hearst press under the headline 


‘State Department seeks Revolution in | 
Spain’) took issue with a very cautiously 


formulated statement by Russel that the 
State Department “recognizes and 
shares fully the feeling of the American — 
people that there should 'be established — 
in Spain forms of government which 
would give to the Spanish people the 
opportunity to achieve their political 
aspirations.” 


O. Hartman, Chairman of the American 
Committee for Spanish Freedom. 

The Tablet, always quoted by Radio 
Madrid and vice versa, expressed” 
“amazement that the American govern- 
ment had adopted a policy of interven- 
tion in the affairs of a foreign country” 
—an intervention for which The Tablet 
and all its friends daily yearn where 
countries which are just about to shake 
off the chains of fascism and reaction are 
concerned. 

Another example, of the untiring ef- 
forts of this organ in behalf of ‘the 
Spanish Hitlerites was the announce- 
ment by, Radio Nacional that “all 


i 


This statement was made | 
in answer to a question by Bishop Lewis ; 
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Madrid newspapers published on the || 


first page a letter which the secretary of 


the Committee against Anti-American , 


Activities (sic) had addressed to the 
Saturday Evening Post, protesting 


as 
! \ . ‘ x. © 
‘ Uy tel a.” 
= weed sale 


gainst falsehoods contained in an ar- 
inficle about Spain and her regime. The 
‘}vhole information has now been pub- 
ished by the Catholic weekly Tablet, 
roving that the Saturday Evening Post 
presented the Spanish political problem 
uccording to the lines of the Red propa- 
anda.” 

In the beginning of October, Madrid 
leefully reported that ‘thousands of 
ostal, telephone and telegraphic pro- 
fests were now flooding the White 
ouse and Congress, constituting the 
oices of Christian conscience finally ris- 
ying against the crime of intervention 
lotted by Moscow, while also the USA 
atholic press multiplies its collective 
jprotests against the attacks on religion 
nd the Vatican and the Communist 
ampaign for USA intervention in 
Spain's internal affairs.’’ 

’ The pressure. campaign, still mounting 
in fury, has also found a secular mouth- 
is} plece in the Hearst press which devoted 
its front pages to protests against the re- 
cent New York meetings of the Spanish 
Aid Committee and other orgariizations. 
j| Professor Harold Laski’s remarks about 
_|the political machinations of the Vatican 
jin favor of Spanish fascism bore the 
|brunt of the concerted attacks. Franco’s 
friends in America used the mean trick of 
| distorting Laski’s frank repudiation of 
| pro-fascist political maneuvers as an at- 
tack on religion. Radio Madrid kept us 
informed about the progress of these 
activities. The protests of the American 
| Catholic War Veterans against these al- 
‘| leged “‘attacks on religion’”’ which never 
‘| took place, the outcries of ‘‘millions of 
faithful American Christians,” protest 
'} resolutions by various organizations, ar- 
| cicles and letters in the American press 
expressing indignation about the “‘com- 
munist attacks on Christian Spain’’—we 
heard the noise of this well organized 
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pressure campaign time and again over ~ 


the Madrid wave length as so many jus- 
tifications and blessings of Franco's 
fascist cause. 


Hearst’s New York Journal-American 
lately ran a series of editorials reminding 
its readers that at the time of the civil 
war in Spain the Hearst papers had 
sided against the “murderers and arson- 
ists” who tried to “overthrow the Cath- 
olic Church in Spain,” and that they 
would again oppose the communist 
machinations. It is significant that for 
this paper Franco Fascism and the 
Roman Catholic Church in Spain are 
synonymous, any criticism of the diabol- 
ical Nazi progeny in Spain is labeled 


an attack on the Church, and the critics — 


are warned of the wrath of millions of 
aroused faithful. (As a matter of fact, 
participants of the Spanish Freedom 
Rally in New York were threatened with 
physical violence.) No wonder that 
Hearst’s ace columnists, Pegler and Von 
Wiegand, have become the most beloved 
darlings of the Madrid propagandists 
who like to rebroadcast their articles and 
made no bones about their “gratitude” 
to Von Wiegand for his ‘‘favorable re- 
ports on Spain’s internal situation and 
her foreign policy.” 


* # ® 


Of course, the defenders and backers 


of the fascist oligarchy in Spain know . 


as well as the friends of Spanish free- 
dom that fascism and genuine democ- 
tracy (which is the antithesis of fascism) 
cannot live in peace side by side on one 
continent. One has to make room for 
the other; one has to die that the other 
may live. That is why the open or dis- 
guised admirers of fascist methods and 
fascist ideology put up such a terrific 
fight to preserve this bastion of fascism 
on the European continent. 


—There are certain elements which want to perpetuate and even inten 
sify the cleavage between the Russian zone and the Moibicen Bi 
French zones. They are the same ones who are willing to take in the 
German cartelists as junior partners of an Anglo-American super-tru 
that would own and control the vast coal and steel industry of the Rubr 


territory. 


sage IS NO SENSE in denying that the 
opinions of the Great Powers differ 
sharply concerning policy and adminis- 

tration in Germany. These differences are 
‘retarding the solution of the German 
_ problem and poisoning international re- 


“4 : lations. They are reflected in the meet- 


ings of the Kommandatura, the Four 
Power administration of Berlin, as well 
asin the way administration is handled 
in the different zones of occupation. 
The representatives of the three West- 
ern Powers won a rather inglorious vic- 
tory over the Russian delegate when, in 
the Kommandatura, they succeeded in 
assuring a high rate of interest for the 
ig Berlin banks and in preventing the 


pe German anti-fascist administration of the 


capital from taking over the fire insur- 
ance business. Did not Col. Frank H. 
Howley, the American representative, 
tealize that by this decision he was help- 
ing to increase the profits of the same 
institutions which, during Hitler’s war, 
tabbed banks and insurance companies 
all over Europe? 

During the last weeks of September 
and the whole month of October, there 
~ were endless sessions, without result, in 

the Kommandatura, concerning the new 
op organization of the Berlin trade unions. 


The Soviets point out that the Ger- ° 


ga trade unions are bound to play an 


\ Woe of the Third Reich the newly 
founded Berlin trade unions were al- 


ready an active force in providing the 
farmers with industrial products and or 
ganizing hands for the harvest. After the 
factory managers, mostly Nazis, fled 
from their posts, the Berlin trade unions 
made plans for reconversion to peac 
time production, and started work in 
many plants. This shows the pore 
of the trade unions in plans to lift Ger- 
many out of its catastrophic plight. 
Early in September, Berlin facto 
workers began to hold elections for dele- 
gates, who should have assembled or 


September 23 to elect officers for the 
trade union federation. But this meeting 


did not take place. According to the Lon- 
don Times of October 6, “the American 
tepresentatives, shortly before the meet- 
ing was to be held, said that they must 
have more information about the objects 


and rules of the unions, and lists of mem- 


bers elected.”’ Thus the unending discus- 
sion in the Kommandatura started, in 


the course of which the American and_ 
British representatives spoke many fine 
words about the undoubted benefits of 


secret and democratic elections. But the 
London Times revealed the real purpose — 
behind the dilatory attitude of the dele-_ 
gates of the Western Powers: 

“The American, British, and Breach! 
representatives ate standing for slow 
progress, in the belief that thereby the 
leading positions in the trade union 
movement may be filled ei others than 
Communists.” ° 


The slower the Progress, the loka 


i 
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the political and economic democratiza- 
tion and rehabilitation of Germany. The 
western representatives’ fear of the Ger- 
than Communists is most ridiculous in 
view of the fact that the Communists, 
more sharply than any other German 
anti-fascist party, are stressing the collec- 
tive responsibility of the German people 
for Hitler's war, the obligation for far- 
reaching reparations, and-unconditional 
cooperation with all the occupying 
powers. 

Several newspapers have asserted that 
the factory elections in the Russian zone 
resulted in a Communist victory and 
had to be halted by the Western Powers’ 
delegates because they were held under 
- abnormal conditions. This last, however, 
is contradicted by the fact that elections 
in the Ruhr pits and in Hamburg fac- 
tories produced similar results. 

Will the specter of the “red danger” 
‘ lead to resumption of the Munich pol- 
icy? Unfortunately there is enough evi- 
dence to show that certain influential 
western circles are taking this course. 


In October, an American-sponsored 
Berlin newspaper published extracts 
from Viscount D’Abernon’s memoirs. 
While British ambassador in Berlin 
from 1920 to 1926, D’Abernon tried 
_with all available means to bring Ger- 
many into an anti-Russian bloc. In his 
memoirs he does not try to conceal the 
fact that he was the eminence grise be- 
hind all machinations of German reac- 
tion against Moscow. Do the American 
censors in Berlin think it wise to popu- 
larize this man and his policies? 

D’Abernon boasted of bringing about 
the isolation of the Soviet Union by the 
Locarno Pact. This pact, concluded just 
twenty years ago, was the prototype of 
the Western Bloc that international reac- 
tion is trying to build. After returning 
from his visit to the U. S. A., De Gaulle 
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became the most vocal advocate of this 


bloc. One can only guess that he was — 
given the ‘“‘go ahead” signal by certain — 


Anglo-American circles. 


Newsweek revealed on October 22 — 


that ‘‘a memorandum on President Tru- 


man’s desk’’ acknowledges the collapse 


of the Potsdam policy and expresses the 
conviction that if no further understand- 
ing with the Russians can be reached, 
“the splitting of Germany into two sep- 
arate and independent parts is inevitable. 
In fact, the time for drafting an Amer- 
ican policy toward a future Germany is 
already at hand.” 

What are the pretexts for this Western 
Bloc policy, intended to tear apart the 
Potsdam agreement that promised anni- 
hilation of German trusts and cartels, 
the establishment of certain central Ger- 
man administrative departments and the 


treatment of Germany as a single eco-> 


nomic unit? It has been claimed that the 
Russian zone of occupation has been 


completely stripped of all industrial — 


equipment. For this reason it is said the 
Allies should not feel bound to fulfill 
the agreement that promised to the 
Soviet Union 25 percent of the Western 


German industrial equipment which is — 


unnecessary for German peacetime pro- 
duction. 


It is no accident that the violation of . — 


the Potsdam agreement is preached by 
those influential men on General Eisen- 


hower’s economic staff who are con- 


nected with the biggest American banks 
and trusts. These same gentlemen pro- 
pose to triple the amount of steel that is 


considered necessary for German peace- 


time production. 


The facts show that the allegations 


about wholesale confiscation of all indus- 
trial equipment by the Russians cannot 


be true. How could 10,000 men be work- 
ing in the Berlin Siemens plant if there 
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were no machines? How could four-fifths 

of the factories of Russian-occupied 

Thuringia be busy if the whole machin- 

ery had been sent off to the Soviet 

Union? The Leuna plants near Halle, 

until half a year ago a main pillar of IG 

Farben, have shifted to peaceful produc- 

tion. How could 15,000 workers be em- 

ployed there without the indispensable 
equipment? And how has the important 

lignite production of Saxony reached 85 

percent of its pre-war standard if the 

Russians had seized the machinery? 

* Besides the economic pretexts for the 
____anti-Russian drive, there are political ac- 
-_ qusations. It seems that the above-men- 
-. tioned memorandum submitted to Presi- 
dent Truman states that every German 
_. political group in Berlin is forced to join 
the Communist Party. Every American 
correspondent in the Reich’s capital 
knows better. Those who are spreading 

_ such lies simply do not like the fact that 
the four anti-fascist parties in the Rus- 
___ sian zone of occupation, although main- 
__ taining their political independence, have 
___ formed a coalition. They do not like the 
fact that, for the blessing of Germany 
and the world, this coalition is doing a 
thorough job of expropriating the Junk- 
___ets and stripping of power the Pan-Ger- 
man magnates of finance capital. There- 

_ fore it is incomprehensible why General 
‘Eisenhower, in his second monthly re- 
port on military government in the 
American zone, declared with regard to 

_ the four-party coalition: 

_ “The device of a political bloc will 
not be encouraged in the U. S. zone, as it 
f runs counter to traditional American con- 
neepts.” 

What was the cause of the German 
catastrophe? Why could the Nazis take 
over in Germany and unleash the Second 

- World War? Because the anti-fascists 
never succeeded in forming a bloc. In- 


ls 
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stead they fought each other. If, say in 
1932, a coalition had existed in Berlin 
like the one of today, Hitler could never 
have assumed power. : 

Has the danger of a German reaction- 
ary movement been abolished? By no 
means! It is true that reaction has suf- 
fered military defeat, but it has not been 
annihilated. Eisenhower himself  re- 
ported, on October 31, increasing and 
dangerous unrest among the Germans, 
warning that “‘it is just one step to or- 
ganized resistance against the occupation 
forces.” a 

The Allies can easily crush any reac- . ; 
tionary uprising in Germany. What they | 
cannot do is give democratic ideas to 
those 
soldiers” concerning whose dangerous 
activities Eisenhower reported. Only 
Germans can do that, and they will in- 
fluence the youths and former soldiers 
only by acting as a firmly united body. It 
should not be forgotten that Hitler's 
propaganda was most effective when he 
ridiculed the division of his internal 
adversaries, 

For all these reasons the need for an 


anti-fascist coalition becomes, obvious. I 


am in possession of many reports from 
towns in the American zone that Social 
Democrats, Communists, Roman Catho- 
lics and Liberal Democrats alike empha- 
size the necessity for the coalition of 
their forces. To prohibit the formation 
of such a bloc will help German reac- 
tion, slow up the democratic re-educa- 
tion of the German people, and can even 
lead to serious international complica- 
tions. 


It is quite significant that on the same 
day, October 16, that Eisenhower made 
public his ban against the four-party co- 
alition, the New York Post disclosed 
that the Roman Catholic Cardinal, Mi- 
chael von Faulhaber, arch enemy of the 


“German youths and returning | 


anti-fascist bloc, aimed a strong attack, 


against the elimination of several pro- 
fascists from the Bavarian government. 
In fact, in a letter to General Eisenhower, 
Faulhaber demanded the release of lead- 
ing war criminals, among them generals 
of the German army, as well as the in- 
famous Baron von Neurath, who had 
been Foreign Minister under Hitler and 
had gained infamy as a mass murderer 
of the Czechs. 


In France, popular pressure brought 
about the resignation of certain reaction- 
ary cardinals and bishops from their 
high religious functions. In Germany, 
however, these elements are tending to 
become crystallization centers for the re- 
vived reactionary forces. Does not Gen- 
eral Eisenhower believe that his de-Nazi- 
fication program could be carried out 
more smoothly, its sabotage be stopped 
more easily, and the -political and eco- 
nomic reconstruction stepped up more 
quickly if a coalition of all democratic 
forces existed throughout Germany? 


Undoubtedly Eastern and Central Ger- 
many have today a different political and 
economic structure than Southern, West- 
ern and Northwestern Germany. It is a 
fact that ‘in the former regions, the es- 
tates of the Junkers, the age-old curse of 
Germany and the world, have been di- 
vided among the poorer peasants and the 
refugees from the new Polish territories, 
while in the latter regions the Junkers 
are still in full possession of their large 
estates, thus keeping hundreds of thou- 
sands of peasants, tenant farmers and 
farm laborers in economic and political 
bondage. 

It is also a fact that in the former re- 
gions the basic source of energy for all 
industry, namely the coal deposits, has 
been transferred from the hands of pro- 
Nazi imperialists into the hands of the 
German people, while in the latter re- 
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gions the industrial magnates that put 
Hitler into power remain as owners of 
the largest coal deposits of Western and 
Central Europe. 

It is also a fact that in Eastern and 
Central Germany, the de-Nazification of 
the German administration and economy 
has been carried through relentlessly 
while in the other regions reports indi- 
cate, all too often, sabotage and indiffer- 
ence to this program. Leading pro-Nazis 


are permitted to give interviews freely in 
which they ‘try to play one ally against 


the other. 

This fantastic situation, according to 
the London Times which can hardly be 
accused of radicalism, “is increasingly 
bewildering to the workers of Germany, 
on whom much depends if a democratic 
Germany is to be ‘restored. Already in 
different parts of the country the reten- 
tion in administration and industry of 
men they know to have been Nazis is 
causing the workers to question our atti- 
tude. If, in additioh, the growth of free 
trade unions and democratic political 
parties is to be retarded unduly, the ef- 
fect ultimately will be bad alike for the 
reputation of the Allies and the rehabili- 
tation of Germany,” : 

There are certain elements which want 
to perpetuate and even intensify the 
cleavage between the Russian zone and 


the American-British-French zones. They _ 


are the same ones who are willing to 
take in the German cartelists as junior 
partners of an Anglo-American super- 
trust that would own and control the 
vast coal and steel industry of the Ruhr 
territory. They are the same ones who 
want to build up Western Europe into a 
first rate industrial power that can be 
used against the Soviet Union. An author 


who knows the men he is writing about, 
Henry Morgenthau, Jr., former Secretary 


of the Treasury, in his recent book Ger- 
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many 1s Our Problem (many of ‘whose , 


theses, incidentally, this writer cannot 
accept) says that: . 

“Men with Munich minds . . . include 
some high in Allied councils. . . . If we 
follow their line of building up Ger- 
_ many as a bulwark against Communism, 
Russia cannot trust us to keep the peace, 
for actually we will have made’a start in 
warring upon her.” 

To maintain peace and make Ger- 
many democratic requires that the meas- 
ures agreed upon at Potsdam for the de- 
struction of German imperialism and 
for freedom of action for the German 
anti-fascists be carried out just as scru- 


eek pulously in Western as:in Eastern Ger- 


many. In order-to avoid economic and 
political chaos, a central German admin- 
istration, at least in the fields of finance, 


transport, communications, foreign | 
trade, and industry, should be estab- — 
lished at once. By the establishment of — 
Germany as a unit, by legalizing the anti- . 


fascist parties everywhere, by allowing 


them to publish their own newspapers — 
and by not obstructing their endeavors to © 
form a coalition, not only the present — 
contradictory situation within Germany ~ 


would be ended but also the frictions be- 
tween the Big Four would diminish. 
Twenty-five million people of the Allied 
Nations shall not have perished during 
the last six years 

‘, .. pour des altesses 

Qui, vous 4 peine enterrés } 

Se feront des politesses 

Pendant que vous pourrirez.”’ 

(Victor Hugo) 


3 CZECHOSLOVAKIA—EXPERIMENT IN DEMOCRACY 


By JOHN ROMAN 


—Czechoslovakia is producing a synthesis. It is not France, nor England, 


nor the United States, nor the Soviet Union. But it has borrowed concepts — 
and practices 1m all of them. 


NE EARLY DAWN, recently, wit- 

nessed the hanging of Dr. Joseph 
Pfitzner in Czechoslovakia. He had been 
deputy mayor of Prague during the Ger- 
man occupation—and to the citizens of 
Prague his execution symbolized poetic 
justice in a world where the tide has 
finally turned, while for the Govern- 
ment it meant the grim business of mop- 
-ping-up the past and buckling-down to 
the tasks of the future. In some ways 
the incident also marked the rebirth of 
the Republic—a republic very much 
toughened by recent years and bent upon 
_ building the future along new lines. 
e Currently, the Republic is busy over- 
hauling its state-machinery — and also 


its concepts of the state. Czechoslovakia j 
is not reproducing the course of the © 


Russian Revolution, but neither is she 


continuing with the “attitudes” of the 


pre-war Western democracies. Prague 
is approaching its multitude of prob- 


lems in a synthetic manner which com- — 


bines much of the “East” and much of 
the “West.” The impact of this experi- 
ment-in-democracy is great. So are its 
implications. 

It is a: matter of record that pres 
Munich Prague was the capital of a de- 
mocracy. It had all the trimmings. Po- 
litical parties were permitted to exist— 


whatever their shadings. Elections were — 
The country was 


held on_ schedule. 
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‘proud of its “free press,” and its many 
democratic institutions. But—one must 
contend on the basis of the record that 
pre-Munich Czechoslovakia was not a 
genuine people’s democracy. Its politi- 
cal democracy had not been supple- 
mented with economic democracy. The 
pre-war Republic had failed in too many 
respects. 

It had all the promises, but also the 
inherent weaknesses of the ‘Western 
Democracies.’”’ The vested interests were 


appeased; a get-tough policy against 


_ (Agrarian Party) was allowed quite a 
tole; clerical-fascism (in Slovakia) 
‘found one of the coziest corners in Eu- 
rope; Nazism (in Sudetenland) was 
permitted, under the pretext of constitu- 
tionalism, to organize quite freely; the 
Republic completely failed to solve the 
national-minorities problem; too many 
large estates survived the land reforms 
of 1919; there was much too great dis- 
parity between what people produced 
and what they received for their labor. 

Although Czechoslovakia was a green 
patch of democracy in the pre-war 

“desert of Central European fascism, the 
present Czechoslovak government would 
be the last to say that return to the pre- 
Munich status quo is desirable. All its 
pronouncements point in the direction 
of fundamental changes. 

In his first speech at Prague, follow- 
ing liberation, President Benes stated: 
“returning to normal, lawful political 
work at home, we are fully aware that 
we shall have to cope with many revo- 
lutionary post-war problems. . . . We 
shall make all efforts to rebuild our life 
on the basis of . . . our constitutional 
laws which will have to be adapted to 
the internal changes of the post-war 
era.”” (May 15, °45) 

Pending new national elections, the 
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labor was frequent; political reaction » 


active in the underground and partici- 


ae 


task of coping with these “revolution. =’ 
aty post-war problems” and the respon- 
sibility of preparing these “internal 
changes” has fallen on the shoulders of 
the Provisional Government. The Gov- 
ernment, a coalition of all the existing © 
parties of the Republic, was set up at 
Kosic, April 4, 1945. 

The roster of this 22-member Provi- 
sional Government was both significant 
and revealing. 

Prime Minister Zdenek Fierlinger is 
a Social Democrat; he has had a long 
diplomatic career and is the author of 
a number of studies on social subjects. 

Jan Sramek, First Vice-Premier, or- 
dained a Roman Catholic priest, later 
became a professor of Christian Soci- 
ology and is an exponent of Christian 
Democratic thought. Jozka David, Sec- 
ond Vice-Premier, a Social Nationalist — 
(Benes’ Party), is a journalist by pro- 
fession. Klement Gottwald, Third Vice- 
Premier, the Czech Communist leader, 
is the son of a small farmer and a car- 
penter by trade. Jan Ursini, Fourth Vice- 
Premier, is a Slovak Democrat. He 
joined the Cooperative Movement and 
was a Member of Parliament for the 
reactionary Agrarian Party, but became 


pated in the Slovak uprising against the 
Nazis. Vilem Siroky, Fifth Vice- — 
Premier, is a Slovak Communist, son of 
a railway worker, Member of Parlia- — 
ment, and was active in the resistance 
movement during the occupation. t 
Jan Masaryk, Foreign Minister, is the _ 
son of the ‘‘Founder of the Republic’ 
and has no party affiliation. General 
Ludwik' Svoboda, Minister of National — 
Defense, is also without party afflia- 
tion. He helped organize the resistance — } 
movement in Bohemia. Dr. Hubert ‘ast 
Ripka, Minister of Trade, is a member 2: 
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of the Social Nationalist Party, and a 
journalist by profession. Vaclav Nozek, 
Minister of Foreign Trade, is a Com- 
-munist, a former coal miner, and one 
time general secretary of the miners’ 
union. 

_ Professor Jaroslav Sransky, Minister 
of Justice, is a Social Nationalist, a 
Member of Parliament, lawyer and 
newspaper publisher. The Czech Com- 
munist, Dr. Vaclav Konecky, is Min- 
ister of Information; the Slovak Dem- 
ocrat, Vavro Srobar, is Minister of Fi- 
mance; the Czech Social Democrat, 
Bohumil Lausman, is Minister of In- 
dustry; the Czech Catholic professor, 
Adolf Prochachka, is Minister of Pub- 
lic Health. The cabinet posts of inter- 
nal trade, agriculture, food transport, 
labor and social welfare, education and 
communication have been distributed 
among Roman Catholics, Democrats, 
Communists and ministers without party 
affiliation. 

This Cabinet, set up at Kosic, resigned 
on November 6 and was reformed 45 
Minutes later with only three changes. 
Jozka David, Second Vice-Premier, re- 
signed to become Speaker of the Provi- 
‘sional Parliament. The former Minister 
of Justice, Sransky, has become Second 
Vice-Premier- And Dr. Prohop Drtina, 
political secretary to Benes, has become 
Minister of Justice. 

The Provisional Parliament has 300 
members of which 90 are Cornmunists. 

The very composition of the Govern- 
ment indicates that the course of pres- 
ent-day Czechoslovakia is acceptable to 
the diverse parties which constitute the 
coalition—a course that does not swing 
too far to the “Left’’ yet represents 
enough of a departure from the past to 
enable the Government to cope with 
its problems. More concretely, here is 
the Republic’s orientation as it shows 
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itself in the field of economic, political | , 


and social measures: 


Nationalization of Industry : 


It is estimated that two-thirds of the ia 


nation’s industry will be operated by the ’! 


state. All of the basic industries will be |» 


nationalized — without exception. Pri- 
vate owners are to receive compensa- | 
tion within six months of the loss of ° 
their properties. However, Czech and 
Slovak collaborationists, as well as the 
so-called ‘“‘disloyal foreigners” (Ger- ' 
mans, Hungarians) will not be com- ’ 
pensated. The Republic can make this | 
transformation rather cheaply, since the 
great portion of the country’s heavy in- ' 
dustry was German-owned. With few 9 
exceptions, the native Czech industry 
was medium or small sized. 

Clarifying the Government’s position, 
Minister of Internal Trade Pietor stated 
that the Republic stands “for the preser- 


vation of private property with certain 


corrections, as great wealth cannot be 
left uncontrolled in the hands of indi- 
viduals.” 


a 


Policy On Agriculture 

The Minister of Agriculture, Julius 
Duris, outlined the Republic’s. approach 
to the agricultural phase of national re- 


construction at a recent conference on 


planning, in Prague> Duris said that all 
agricultural work will have to be based 
on a firm scientific foundation. The 
planning itself will be mativated by the 
needs of the people who work the lands. 
Production will be fully rationalized. 
The injustice—said the Minister—that 
the small-holders who in the past worked 
the hardest received the least, must be 
removed. Duris emphasized that now 
only one view may prevail in this re- 
spect—that of the people’s interest. 
(Czechoslovak Government Press Bu- 
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eau, Vol. 5, No. 63). ~ 

As in the case of industry, land in 
the possession of Germans and Hungari- 
ans (except those who can “prove ac- 
tive loyalty” to the Republic) will be 
confiscated together with the estates of 
‘|Czech and Slovak collaborators. 


The Prague Radio disclosed (July 11, 
.}1945) that new agricultural machinery 
cannot become private property. The 
Prague Radio elaborated by saying: 
“Any new machinery produced by 
.|Czechoslovak factories, captured from 
.|the enemy, or sent by UNRRA, will be 
;|lent out—not given—by the State to 
such approved bodies as agricultural co- 
1-| Operatives, research stations, and special 
categories of individuat owners who 
must prove particular hardship to be 
entitled to the loan of machines. How- 
ever, some rare exceptions may be made. 
The District National Committees may, 
_|at their own discretion, sell machinery 
—in extraordinary cases.” _ 


Foreign Policy 


Czechoslovakia (a relatively new 
country carved out of the defunct 
Austro-Hungarian Empire after World 
War I) is situated in a territory which 
always has been regarded as particu- 
larly strategic in Central Europe. , 

Bismarck, the Iron Chancellor of 
Germany, has been quoted as saying: 

“Whoever is the master of Bohemia is 
the master of Europe.” Today this is 
debatable, yet. no one can rightfully 
deny the strategic importance of this 
country landlocked, as it is, within many 
countries: Germany, Hungary, Austria, 
Romania, Poland,.and hereafter, the 
Soviet Union. Thus Czechoslovakia is 
a natural springboard in Central Europe 
—economically, politically and mili- 
tarily. And, as fate would have it in the 
days of the atomic bomb, this country 
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is also one of the world’s few sources 
of uranium ore, available in the Jachi- 
mov mines of the Border Region (for- 
merly the Sudetenland). 

The Republic’s statesmen have re- 
peatedly affirmed the country’s inde- 
pendence of all the great powers and 
emphasized their desire to establish the 
best possible relationship with both the. 
“East’”’ and the ‘“West.’’ Cabinet Mem- 
ber Dr. Hubert Ripka went so far as to 
tell his farewell press conference at 
London (May 14, 1945) that the West- 
ern Allies’ apprehension that Prague 
might become a vassal of the Soviet 
Union is not well grounded. 


- At the same time, Prague’s position 
in regard to the Great Powers is bound 
to be conditioned by certain political, 
geographic and military factors. For one 
thing, Prague has let it be known that _ 
she feels France and England sold her 
out to Hitler at Munich—while Russia 
has proved a dependable ally. As for- 
mer U. S. Acting Secretary of State Sum- 
ner Welles’ Guide to Peace puts it: 
“Soviet Russia seeking to intervene re- 
quested Romanian cooperation to per- 
mit her troops to come to the aid of 
Czechoslovakia. France and Britain de- 
liberately declined to act in concert with 
Russia, despite the French treaty of 
guarantee to Czechoslovakia and the 
Franco-Soviet pact.” 


And in a recent interview, the Paris 
Samedi Soir qaotes President Benes as 
saying: “Had France entered the war 
in the days of the Munich crisis, the 
Allies would have joined her and would 
have been victorious within six months. 
I myself harbor no ill-feelings toward 
France. But we must give people time. 
Feeling cannot be imposed.” 


Thus the memory of the Munich ex- 
perience is undoubtedly a factor in 


Prague’s foreign policy: plus the fact 
that the Soviet Union has emerged as 
the greatest power on the continent and 
will have a common frontier with 


Czechoslovakia (through Ruthenia, 
whose population of Ukrainian origin 
already have voted to seek admission 
into the family of Soviet Republics). 
While Prague seeks equally good rela- 
tions with both the “East” and the 
“West,” her foreign policy is clearly 
conditioned by the fact that in the final 
analysis she sees her security in the 
“Fast.”’ At the same time, the overthrow 
of fascist regimes in neighboring Hun- 
gary, Yugoslavia, Romania and Poland 
enables an overall improvement in her 
foreign relations. 


Territorial and Minority Policy 


The chief headache of the pre- 
Munich Republic had been caused by 
the national minorities. The problem 
continues to play a paramount. role in 
the reconstruction of the country. 

Out of a population of over 15,000,- 
000, the Czechs (Bohemians) and the 
Slovaks represented 70 percent — with 
both peoples speaking a closely related 
language. The Sudetenland accounted 
for 3,400,000 German speaking people 
(who, incidentally, never had been part 
of Germany before Hitler). The Ru- 
thenians of the rugged Carpathian re- 
gions numbered some 600,000. The 
Hungarians—most of them in Slovakia 
—were over the 600,000 figure. There 
were no other sizable groups, but those 
who described themselves as Jews num- 
bered some 180,000. 

Prague says that the Hungarians ad- 
hered to the proposition that ‘‘a Magyar 
is always a Magyar,’ and not much 
could be done about it. 

The Slovaks accused the Czechs of 
nationalistic excesses and a policy of 


“grab-all” coupled with a treatment of | 
Slovaks as if they were inferior citizens. | 
Czech government officials told me that , 
the Slovaks had been in the past quite 
unprepared for administrative posts be- | 
cause of centuries-old suppression, and , 
by the | 
Hungarian feudal aristocracy. They 
added that the development of a har- , 
monious relationship with the three mil- 


attempt at “Magyarization,” 


lion Slovaks in the Republic had been 
further hindered by three kinds of 
fascist propaganda: Hitler’s, Horthy’s 
and Pilsudsky’s. 


In addition to all that, the Sudeten . 
Germans (who had been at one time 


the owners of the land and the factories 


as well as the dominating group in Bo- || 
hemia) disdained .the Czechs whom 
“servants, af-— 
tisans, and peasants.” The top Sudetens — 


they regarded a race of 


had lost out during the land reforms— 
and they have never forgotten their 


grievance. They spread ultra-nationalis- 
tic propaganda among the poorer Su- 


detens and Hitler, with his Sudeten- 


deutsche Partei under the leadership of © 
Conrad Henlein, finished the job. The- 


Sudetens became the Nazi spearhead 
within the country. 


The Provisional Government Has de- © 
.cided"to settle the issue once for all. It 


wants to get rid of the headaches even 
if some of the heads have to roll. 

The Benes Government has decreed 
that the Germans and Hungarians are 
to be expelled from the country and 
their properties confiscated. No one 
says much in behalf of the Sudeten Ger- 
mans but there is quite an uproar about 
the Hungarians. 

The present anti-fascist government 
of Hungary concedes that Hungarian 
fascists should be put on trial in Slo- 
vakia as they are being put on trial in 


a — Sat — ae oo — oer 


ctizens, 
Me that 


st quite 
OStS Des 


ndeten 
e time 
ctores 
in Bo: 
whom 
ts, at 
detens 
tfni— 

their 
nals 
t Sus 
deten: 
ip of 
. The 
rhead 


is de 
ill, It 
even 


creed 
5 ate 
and 


nat of Hungary. But Budapest indignantly ob- 


jects to the treatment of Hungarians as 
a fascist bloc. It is interesting that 
Rakosi, the Hungarian Communist 
leader, and Gottwald, the top man of 
the Czech Communists, take opposing 
points of view on the question, whole- 


‘| governments. 


Hungarian-American leaders (of all 
shades of opinion) join the storm of 
protest, charging the Benes Government 
with gross injustice. More aloof and 
disinterested observers may also ask with 
reason: how is it that the Romanian and 
Yugoslav governments, which are also 
anti-fascist, find no need of wholesale 
expulsion of Hungarians? They recall 
that the Hungarian fascists-in-uniform 
of Horthy’s invading army committed 
wholesale atrocities in Yugoslavia. 

But Czechoslovakia is uncompromis- 
ing on the question. The new Republic 
will be without these major national 
minorities. 

As for the Jews, all anti-Jewish laws 
of the Hitler era have been declared 
null and void. The Government has 
taken an active stand against anti-Semi- 
tism which is still very strong in cler- 
ical-fascist Slovakia. 

In its relations with the Slovaks, 
Prague has turned over a new page. The 
Slovaks have abandoned agitation for 
“separatism’’ and will be an equal and 
autonomous part of the Republic. 

Though the Ruthenians do not fall 
into the category of the ‘undesirables’ 
as far as Prague is concerned, in view 
of the expressed wish of these Carpatho- 


Russians their territory will unques- 


tionably be ceded to the Soviet Union. 
Prague spokesmen already have stated 
that Ruthenia had never been regarded 
as an integral part of Czechoslovakia. 

In contrast to this loss of territory, 
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Prague would like a revision of her bor- 


ders at the expense of Germany. Just — oe 
what it is she wants has not yet been 


clearly defined. At the same time, 
Prague insists on having the Tesin dis- 
trict with a mixed Czech-Polish popula- 
tion — presently under dispute with 
Warsaw. 


Education, Trade Unions, Army 


All education will be State directed: 
private schools will not be permitted. 


The trade unions are recognized as 


an integral part of national life and — 


close ties are being forged between the 
Government and the trade union move- 
ment. - 


Prague talks of democratizing the 
armed forces, and building a real peo- 
ple’s army. In keeping with this, the 
partisans have been incorporated into 
the regular armed forces. 


Experiment in Action 

While economic conditions are bad 
and reconstruction is hindered by a 
shortage of manpower, national morale 


is reported to be high. The spirit of the © ie te 


people is shown by such simple manifes- 
tations as the decision of the house 


painters of Prague. They have pledged 
10,000 hours of free labor to restore 


the Town Hall. Twenty thousand peo- 


ple—including professional men unmac- 
customed to hard physical labor—have ~ 
‘volunteered to mine coal, badly needed 


to get the industries going. As a result 


of decisions made by the Works Coun- 


cil of the Skoda plants and other big 


factories, labor brigades have left tem- 


porarily to help overcome the coal crisis. 
(There is a shortage of 100,000 cont 
miners. ) 

Meanwhile, the republic-reborn has 


made it its business to put the finishing — ee 
touches on the liquidation of huge es- — 


ty 


* Factories 


tates. The Thun-Hohenstein family 
property, for instance, has been handed 
over to the local farmers of Choltice. 
The peasants near Plzen have received 


the property of Count Waldstein. As an 


indication of the trend, the Prague 
Radio announced (June 25, 1945) the 
Government’s decision to increase the 
wages of agricultural labor 50: percent. 
Peasants in the crowded and poorer dis- 
tricts now may resettle in the Border 
Region where plenty of land is avail- 
able with the expulsion of the Sudeten 
Germans. 

The pro-fascist and once dominant 
Agrarian Party and the Slovak Popular 
Party have been outlawed. The back- 
bone of reaction has been broken, but 
it is not completely dead. 

In August five Jews were killed in 
an anti-Jewish demonstration in Presov, 
Slovakia. The attack was perpetrated by 
fascist elements. Despite the posters 
which threaten to punish those who talk 
against the Jews, the general anti-Sem- 
itic temper of Slovakia is reported to 
have remained unchanged. 

There were also reports of post-liber- 
ation sabotage, as in Krasne Brezno. 
and storehouses were de- 
stroyed. Elsewhere, a secret fascist depot 
of arms and ammunition was discov- 
ered, reportedly in connection with a 
plot to assassinate government leaders. 
~ However, the Czechoslovak govern- 


mental machinery is really working. 


With the cooperation of all other par- 
ties, the Three Party National Bloc 
plays the role of the dynamo. The Na- 
tional Bloc consists of President Benes’ 
Social Nationalist, the Social Democrat, 
and the Communist parties. 
Landrum Bolling of the Overseas 
News Agency observes in Prague: ‘The 
men who run the government of Czech- 
oslovakia come at least as near to rep- 
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resenting the will of the’ entire ea 
as any other post-war government in 
Europe today. And they have been in~ 


stalled without the bitter internal con-~ | 


flicts which have bedevilled Poland, 
Yugoslavia, and Greece. Not all of the 


individuals nor all of their policies have * 


support from every segment of the 


population, but all respectable groups ’ 


are represented and by able’men who 
have won general confidence.” 

CBS correspondent Richard C. Hot- 
telet says (from Prague, September 14, 
1945): 


confirm me... 
there is no doubt about democracy and 


freedom. . 


on any pretext.” 


Czechoslovakia today, I believe, is a : 


testing ground for something that is 
quite new. 


Czechoslovakia is democratic, but it 
is ruthlessly suppressing the reaction- 


aty parties of the pre-war days. 


Czechoslovakia safeguards religious — 
liberty, but it has issued a warning that — 


clerical-fascism hiding behind the cloth 
will not be tolerated. 

Czechoslovakia recognizes 

roperty, but it has declared war on the 
vested interests and is nationalizing two- 
thirds of the country’s industry. Czech- 
oslovakia is producing a synthesis. It is 
not France, nor England, nor the United 
States, nor the Soviet Union. But it has 
borrowed concepts and practices foe 
all of them. 

Czechoslovakia, in a period of transi- 
tion, supplementing political democracy 
with economic democracy, is laying the 
basis of a genuine people’s republic. 
By the very method it employs, the Re- 
public has become an experiment-in- 
democracy. 
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“My British and American col- * 
leagues who have followed it closely 
. Here in Czechoslovakia ° 


j 


. There is no question of © 
any totalitarian system being set up here 
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S AN ordained clergyman, it has been 
as hard for me to admit anything 


gous the majority of the clergy. 


like a thing I go out and fight it. In the 
| First World War, I did not like the Ger- 
man Kaiser, so I put on a uniform; and 
| I tried to get overseas in the war just 
vy| ended. And so it has been with Com- 
munism. 

Back in 1920, before I went as a mis- 
sionary to Japan, I got some rich ladies 
in New York to provide me with a high- 
powered motor truck which I togged up 
as a sort of chapel on wheels. The Com- 
{| Munists were holding a lot of street 
meetings. At Fifth Avenue and 110th 
Street they would often gather several 
ig. | thousand people. Whenever I could lo- 
cate one of their meetings I would nose 
the truck right into the center of it, and 
then with a blare of the cornet and a 
big-voiced speaker let loose against the 
atheists. 

You can understand therefore that it 
has not been easy for me to admit that 
the Communists of both China and Japan 
have been doing a lot of good. 

As a professor of history in a mis- 


investigate facts. Here are facts, gathered 
by personal observation and by qualified 
people in whose judgment I place con- 
fidence. Y 

I am told that one of Lenin’s favorite 
sayings was ‘‘Patiently explain, patiently 
explain.” That is how I became ac- 
_ quainted with the Japanese underground. 
The underground came to me. I did not 


Believing in action, when I do not- 


sionary college in China it is my duty to , 
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—Facts like these call for a new spirit of tolerance and mutual under- 
standing between Americans and the Communists of Asta. 


have to search for it. Its purpose was 
to explain. 

I had been doing much red-baiting in 
my classes. After a particularly bitter at- 
tack against Communism, I have known . 
students to stamp out of my classroom. 
Finally, one of the Communist leaders 
looked me up to see what could be done 
to save a missionary’s soul. 

At that time I was publishing a roto- 
gravure tabloid, known as The Christian 
Graphic. We had begun publication the 
same month that Japan invaded Man- 
chutia — September 1931. We wanted, 
among other things, to preach interna- 
tional peace. Wats were thoroughly im- 
moral and as good Christians we had to 
try to prevent them. The sky was the 
limit to our sweet intentions. If every- 
body in the world were only as good as 
we, of course there would not be any 
war. I guess the member of the under- 
ground who came to see me felt sorry 
for us. 

I will refer to him as Comrade Okata. 
It is not safe even yet to disclose the 
real names of these foes of Japanese fas- ~ 
cism. He may still be alive, for up until 
two or three years ago, according to re- 
ports, he had managed to elude the net 
of the Japanese gestapo. Occasionally he 
had been arrested by local gendarmes on 
general principles—members of the un- 
derground often get caught simply on 
the basis of their firm, confident look and 
stride. In China too, many heads have _ 
fallen on the blocks of Chiang Kai- 
shek’s executioners because they lacked 
the whipped dog look of the ordinary 
workman. Cultivation of such a look has 


well-trained Communist. Okata’s protec- 
- tion was a number of books on philos- 
ophy which he always carried with him, 
neatly wrapped in a big, black handker- 
chief. Kant, Spinoza and Hume were a 
_ badge of aloofness from life. His family 
_ lived in another part of Tokyo. He did 
not dare visit them because he knew the 
place was watched. Occasionally he had 
_.a rendezvous with his wife in some res- 
_ taurant reached after frequent changes 
of cars to elude pursuit. His two little 
- boys, questioned at school as to the 
' whereabouts of their father, would re- 
ply, “Off in Manchuria, killing Chinese.” 
He came to see me in 1932 when 
_ large scale arrests of members of the un- 
_derground had begun. In October alone 
that year twenty-two hundred were ar- 
__ rested. Thousands have been put to death. 
_ The success of the anti-Communist cam- 
es paign was in large part due to an agent 
_ provocateur who bluffed his way into the 
- Party’s executive committee. One night 
when the committee, numbering some 
thirty persons, were gathered in an im- 
portant conference, they found them- 
_ selves surrounded by the dreaded secret 
_ police: They were meeting at the Goshiki 
_hotsprings, a place I have often visited 
in winter for its excellent skiing. In the 
remote seclusion of this mountain resort, 
__ they had believed themselves safe. From 
_ their papers, and by means of torture, 
the names of most of the underground 
leaders were discovered. 


Leaders From Mission Churches 


These arrests left leadership of the 
Communists largely in the hands of re- 
cent recruits. Among such was this Com- 
_ rade Okata who had formerly been the 
sacial service worker of one of Tokyo’s 
churches, 


been one of the accomplishments of the 


“At ius point ti sat ala that ! 
part our missionary churches have had 


in producing leaders for the anti-fascist |) 


movements in Asia is one of a number © 
of grounds for confidence that in the | 
event of Communist ascendancy there ~ 
will be no anti-religious measures in the | 


countries involved. Bunji Suzuki, at one © 


time the head of the Japanese labor — 
movement, was a product of a church © 
which became the headquarters for © 
Tokyo labor unions. One of his young 
associates was Okano, who now leads © 
the Japanese People’s Emancipation § 
League which was formed in China. The - 
son of one of our outstanding church — 
leaders in Japan, a teacher in one of out 


important position in the Communist un- — 


derground movement. I have no reason — 


to think that becoming a Communist af- 
fected his religious beliefs in any way. 
In North China many graduates of mis- 
sionary colleges have become Communist ~ 
commissars. Among China’s women, i 
who rank with the finest to be found | 
in the world, I know of none finer 
than two sisters, one a secretary.of the © 
Y.W.C.A. and the other a leader of the ~ 
Communist Party, both of them gradu- — 
ates of a noted Christian university in — 
North China. Several church pastors are — 
also Chinese Communist leaders. 
During the years when Japan was pre- 
paring for her all-out offensives in the 
Second World War, I came to know 
many members of the underground. The 
occasion which stands out most vividly 
in my memory was a meeting held in the 
basement of the auditorium in Tokyo’s 
Hibya Park. A branch of the League 
Against War and Fascism was being 
formed. As a Protestant leader, I felt it 
was the kind of project that deserved 
missionary encouragement. At that meet- 


i 


ing I was uintrodiced to several members 


of a lawyers’ guild, and to a number of | 


progressive writers and teachers. Un- 


known to the police, nearly everyone ~ 


there was active in the underground. The 
meeting had not been in session long be- 
fore an agent of the Black Dragon So- 
ciety, or of some other fanatical group 
committed to world conquest, managed 
to get into the room by way of a sidewalk 
grating. His yelling and violence gave 
the police, who were lined up around the 
walls of the room, an excuse to inter- 
vene. Women were knocked over as the 
police forced the audience and speakers 
through the doors, Next day, five detec- 
tives were busy investigating me at my 
home. All of the twenty-six lawyers who 
had attended were thrown into prison. 


One day Okata came to me with a plea 
that I provide a safe meeting place for 
‘an important committee of the under- 
‘ground. They were being hounded all 
over Tokyo, with arrest’ meaning prob- 


able death. Facing my reluctance, he. 


argued that these people were fighting 
a real battle against the drift towards 
war. What was I doing about the prob- 
lem except to talk and publish sweet ar- 
ticles about universal brotherhood? Fi- 
nally his arguments got under my skin. 
He made me rather angry, but he was 
right. We Christians were doing nothing 
but talk, and here were men risking their 
lives. 


_ Eventually I consented to place my 
third floor room at their disposal. It was 
reached by a steep staircase. Before po- 
lice could get to the top to make an ar- 
rest, there was always a chance to escape 
down a lombardy poplar which brushed 
the window. 


When the time came, Okata’s commit- 
tee arrived in all sorts of disguises. Sev- 
eral times they met, conferring there in 


-munist is a fool. 


nlbdded tones for long hours. Then thes 
would slip out quietly into the night. 
Suddenly their meetings ceased. I learned 
later that most of them had been caught 


by the gendarmerie and two of them had 


been executed. 
We have all read of the fearless ex- 


ploits of our Japanese-American soldiers - 


on the Italian front—one of our most 
decorated regiments. I have seen Japa- 
nese students display the same courage, 
sometimes in a uselessly reckless fashion 


as in winter mountain climbing on Fuji - 


but also in other ways. A student at 
Waseda University, where I was teach- 
ing at one time, broke up a meeting 
called to encourage military training. 
The speaker was a general, bedecked 
with medals won in the Russo-Japanese 
War. As he started to speak, this student 
jumped up ona bench and shouted: ‘'Sir, 
you are a murderer. Those medals you 
wear are coined out of human blood.” 
I have a photograph of what ensued. 
There was a free-for-all fight in which 


the student who had interrupted the © 


meeting was assaulted and dragged out 
unconscious. Yet most of his fellow stu- 
dents had been for him. 


They Opposed Imperialism 


At the Tokyo Imperial University, six _ 


thousand students have been known to 


go out on strike. The most difficult uni- res 


versity in Japan to enter, drawing those 
who were the intellectual elite, it was 
perhaps the most leftist of all Japan’s 
universities. They used to have a saying 
there that a student who is not a Com- 


versity, eight hundred students demon- 
strated against what they themselves 
called ‘‘the imperialist war in China.” In 


February 1938, five thousand students in 
Tokyo were arrested for “not taking the _ 


At the Tokyo Uni- 


Emergency seriously’”” — a reference to 
their opposition to the war against China. 

We lack data on the extent to which 
strikes against Japan’s war effort were fo- 
mented by the Communist underground, 
but we do know that such strikes oc- 
cutred. During the months prior to Pearl 
Harbor the steady decline in living 
standards brought about an acute crisis, 
the most important strike of which was 


+ that of about one hundred thousand 


workers at Kobe in April. At the Ka- 
wasaki Shipbuilding Company near 
Tokyo striking workers are said to have 
smashed over one hundred lathes. In 
September there was another strike at 
the great Kohura arsenal and yet another 
in Yokohama’s heavy industry. During 
1942 there were over 250 industrial dis- 
putes. The following year it was re- 
ported that ten percent of Japan’s work- 
ers stayed away from the factories, and 


- in 1944 that in 761 factories fifteen per- 


cent were irregular. On October 26, 
1944, an imperial broadcast disclosed 


’ that in some factories absenteeism ran as 


high as forty percent. By July of that 
year it was found that a surprising per- 
centage of planes had serious defects. 
Communist responsibility for much of 
this sabotage of Japan’s war effort was 


suggested in a speech of the Home Min- 


ister in the Diet session of February 
£943. 
These facts, and many more, you will 


_ find in the recently published book, 
Dilemma in Japan, by Andrew Roth, 


which I commend highly. You should 
not miss the story of the heroic under- 
ground workers, Mr. and Mrs. Kaji, 
who, after many experiences in prison, 
managed to reach Chungking where they 
initiated propaganda for breaking the 
morale of the Japanese armies. In a con- 
versation I had with Mr. Kaji, just be- 


‘fore leaving Chungking last year, he 
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told me that the underground movement ~ 
had grown enormously, reaching into © 
every little town, and that it was doing 
effective work in sabotage and the low- — 


ering of morale. — 

The Japanese People’s Emancipation 
League, which operated under the aus- 
pices of China’s Communist armies, de- 
vised many forms of propaganda against 


Japan’s war activity. Details of its achieve- 


ments have been given by me in an ar- 
ticle in Asia magazine, by Lieut. Roth in 
his book, and by the Japanese American 
Committee for Democracy in their bul- 
letins. Those who took part in these ac- 


tivities were former Japanese soldiers, 


some captured in battle and others won 
over by the propaganda. 


Helped Us Throughout Asia 


The facts of Communist help against 
Japan are evident throughout Asia. The 
forces of the Chinese Communists, and 
not those of Chiang Kai-shek, were 
mainly responsible for the inability of 
Japan to overrun the whole of China. As 
for Malaya, a People’s Anti-Japanese 
Army of some seven thousand Malayans 
was described in an AP dispatch of Sep- 
tember 15. Operating from jungle bases, 
they killed thousands of Japanese during 
the past three years. A Japanese report 
described this Malayan force as “Com- 
munist’’ and a large number of: its mem- 
bers were Communists. American fliers 
whom it rescued commented about the 
immense amount of propaganda in 
which it engaged, and said that “they 
found some units more political than 


military.” Actually, as the Chinese Com- _ 


munist armies learned, propaganda of 
this sort takes the place of bullets. In 
India, propaganda was the only weapon 
possessed by this anti-fascist movement 


with which it could back the war effort. ~ 


Very few in the United States are aware 


, 


: ie Bt 


of how the Suarkali led Red Flag 
railway unions of India blocked a vast 
strike which threatened to tie up Ameri- 
tan rail transportation in that country, 
or of what we owe to the Indian Com- 
munists for their attempts to organize 
the people to meet an anticipated Japa- 
nese landing in Southeast Bengal that 
would have cut off our hard-pressed 
armies in the jungles of Assam. 


COUNTRY PARSON—SOLID 
By J. M. FREEMAN 


iE Is A twenty mile drive along the 
Nashwaak River from Taymouth to 
the radio station in Fredericton. Rev. 
James Robert Bath had to rise early 
when it was his turn_to give the early 
morning devotional broadcast. It was a 
bit of a nuisance, not to mention the ex- 
pense of travel and labor which each 
minister in the series bears individually, 
but Bob Bath carries such things cheer- 
fully when they serve the democracy of 
God among men. 

One morning in the summer of 1944 
there was no doubt in his mind that 
what he had to say would serve that 
cause. 

Ever since it had become generally 
known that he was to be the Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation candidate in 
the provincial elections, pressure had 
been brought to bear to have him banned 
from the morning broadcasts. Unde- 
terred by such opposition, he had an- 
nounced that he would devote his next 
three turns to the subject of anti-Semi- 
.tism. On that particular morning in 1944 
he had the manuscript of the first of the 
three talks in his breast pocket. It bore 
the title: “Who Killed Jesus?” 
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Facts like these call for a new spirit 
of tolerance and mutual understanding © 
between Americans and the Communists 
of Asia. As a Christian, I feel I have. 
much to give the Communists in under- 
standing the purpose of life; they in turn _ 
have taught me much by. their heroic 
sacrifices for the practice of what Chris: 
tians preach. 


° 


CITIZEN 


Some time before, he had signed THE 
PROTESTANT pledge to combat antt- 
Semitism. On that particular morning he 
was going to strike another blow at the 
lie that the Jewish people killed Jesus. 
And he knew why he was striking that 
blow. As he had written in the United ~ 
Churchman a year before, in an article 
entitled “‘Fascism’s Advance Agent”: 
“Those who seek to come to terms with 
the enemies of the Jews are seeking, 
even if they do not know it, to come to 
terms with the counter-revolution. The 
burden of our history is unmistakable, - 
the enemy of the Jew is the enemy of 
freedom. They who organize the po- 
grom and attack the Jews today, will at- 
tack tomorrow the general foundations 
of freedom.” 

All went well at the studio—except 
that the station engineer cut him off the 
wait for a few seconds when he began to 
say, “If I were a Jew and lived in Fred- 
ericton ...”’ The microphone throbbed - 
with the conviction of his deep voice. 
He left the manuscript with a station 
attendant as the rules dusaice and de- 
parted. 


A storm was not long in breaking. 


‘Men arose to defend the anti-Semitic lie. 


The owner of the radio station wrote 
a letter of wrath to the Ministerial Asso- 
ciation as the body responsible for or- 
ganizing the devotional broadcasts. 
What did they mean by permitting such 


_ talk on the program? It did not cut much 


ice with the station owner, nor with the 


clergymen apparently, that the manu- 
_ script met the requirements of the Cana- 


dian Broadcasting Corporation. The talk 
was pronounced “‘exegetically sound, but 
hardly devotional’ by a Doctor of Divin- 
ity, and the second phrase of that D.D.’s 
judgment was the stick with which Bath 
was beaten. The Ministerial Association 
notified him that, since the station owner 
did not consider the address ‘“‘strictly de- 
votional” and since the program was on 
the air because of the owner's generosity, 


“we ask you to agree to submit your 


manuscript two days in advance” to the 
owner. Of the more than thirty members 


of the Ministerial Association, only two 


supported Bob Bath’s position. No other 
minister in the group was made subject 
to such a ruling (the same device, how- 
ever, had been used previously to bar 
an Anglican minister who had offended 
with his views on temperance). 

It looked as if Rev. J. Robert Bath 
would not trouble the staid souls of New 
Brunswick again as they listened to their 
radios in the morning. 

But, by mistake, the station staff an- 
nounced him in advance for his regular 
time. Quick to seize an opportunity for 
the dissemination of unwelcome truth, 
Mr. Bath appeared at the studio and de- 
livered the second talk in his series. Its 
subject was: ‘““Why Was Jesus Killed?” 

“From then on,” says Bob, “my goose 
was cooked aerially. I think some of the 
other men look on my present status with 


envy. Still, it was an opportunity that 


Ws 


ee 


could be used constructively, and one 


does get a kick out of broadcasting.” 


From Engineering to Theology 


Being barred from devotional broad- — 


casts for exposing the “Christian” sin of 
anti-Semitism is not the only thing which 


distinguishes James Robert Bath among 4; 
his brethren in the ministry. He belongs ~ 


to that courageous band of ministers who 


serve congregations which can afford to | 
pay only small stipends and who are at | 


the same time a powerful leaven of so- 
cial righteousness in their. communities. 


As such his story is that of many men 7 
whose lives rewrite the true message of» 7 


religion in the world today. 
Born thirty-seven years ago in Bridge- 


town, Nova Scotia, he was brought up 4 | 


in that quiet community of some twelve 


hundred souls near the Bay of Fundy. 4q 


His father was a business man who at 
one time or another was the registrar of 
deeds, editor of the weekly paper, an 


automobile dealer, and a flour and feed | ; 


dealer. His mother had been a nurse and 
superintendent in a mental hospital. 


When he entered Mount Allison Uni- 
versity at the age of nineteen, he was as 
he puts it ‘‘as green and conservative as 
they make “em.” He was not heading for 
the ministry. Registered in engineering 
and mathematics, and interested in 
sports, he was looking towards actuarial 
work without enthusiasm. He earned his 
way by delivering mail and playing a 


saxophone in a theatre orchestra during. — 


college terms and by fishing for herring 
and cod in the cold, tide-heaved waters 
of the Bay of Fundy during the sum- 
mers. , 

In 1931, at the end of his fourth year 


at Mount Allison, life took a decided . 


turn. His participation in sports was 
ended by a severe knee injury, he fell in 


NG 
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wt: @love with a girl and with philosophy, 


and he decided to study for the ministry. 
he next year he graduated with a B.A. 
in philosophy, and with a Superior First 
Teaching license. 
| He wanted to study in Chicago for 
the Unitarian ministry, but was argued 
out of it and the autumn of 1932 found 
him enrolled in theology for the United 
# Church of Canada at the University of 
Toronto. 

That Christmas he married his Nova 
Scotian love and they began housekeep- 
‘ing in one room near the campus. 

On a hot summer day in 1934, in a 
little shack on a mission field in Mani- 
‘toba, he received his Master of Arts 
degree in philosophy. His thesis had 
§ been “The Idea of God from Descartes 
to Whitehead.” Some idea of his posi- 
tion may be gained from the fact that in 
the graduate school of philosophy, he 
/was known as a “Wiemanite Natural- 
ist.” He is still a theistic naturalist. 

The next year, 1934-35, at the depth 
of the depression, he graduated not only 
in theology but also in the people's 


. } cause. During that year he became active 


in the Fellowship for a*Christian Social 
Order and he joined the Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation (CCF). He 
helped organize and he marched in a 
_ demonstration of single unemployed. He 
-met and heard several leaders of the 
CCF and the secretary of the Communist 
Party. Out of all this came an awakening 
belief that Christianity sanctions and 
| finds practical expression in the struggle 

of the people for economic democracy. 


_ First Practice and More Theory 
Bob Bath’s first pastorate was a rural 


around Southampton, Nova Scotia, a 
community sixteen miles inland from 
the western extension of the Bay of 
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Fundy known as Minas Basin. There, 


far removed from the city in which he 
had been studying, he found himself up 
against the exploitive power of a firm 
whose head office was in Toronto, the 
Dufferin Paving Company. This com- 
pany was trying to make local men work 
seven days a week. It was owned by the 
Franceschini brothers who about five 
years later were to be interned as Italian 
fascists and whose property was confis- 
cated by the Canadian Government 
under the War Measures Act. Working 
with the Lord’s Day Alliance, Bob Bath 
fought the Dufferin Paving Company 
and won a six-day week. In other direc- 
tions he was less successful. Prepared 
and anxious to minister to personal prob- 
lems, the comfortable consultant’s chair 
in his study gathered nothing but dust; 
and when he added birth control infor- 
mation to his pastoral work among pov- 
erty stricken families, prudish souls were 
aghast. ° . 
In 1938, after three years in South- 
ampton and according to a plan made 
years before, he and his wife with their 
year old child returned to Toronto for 
another year of study during which they 
made their home in two rooms. They 
did this on the savings from a salary 
which had been $900 the first year and 
$1,100 the second and third years. 
While at Southampton his philo- 
sophical interests had shifted from meta- 
physics to social and political theory. 
This was partly due to his contact with 
Rev. John Mortimer, an exponent of 
Christian Communist thought. So, in- 
stead of completing his doctorate in 
philosophy, he spent his year studying 
radical social theory, history, the philoso- 
phy of fascism and economics. At the 
same time, like many Protestants sup- 
porting the Loyalist cause in Spain, he 
learned much about the fight against 
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fascism from members of the Mackenzie- 
Papineau Battalion who had_ returned 
from the Spanish front. 

Thus equipped to express, and act in, 
the religious cause of the people against 
reaction, he returned to the Maritimes 
in 1939. Financially broke, with a two 
year old child and a pregnant wife to 
support, Bath was not prepared for the 
hard blows of  ecclesiasticism. ‘The 
United Church Conference left him 
without a pastorate. In despair, he 
thought of abandoning the Church and 
becoming a herring fisherman for good. 
To maintain life, he secured a job pack- 
ing fox pelts for the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany and during the winter he helped 
organize two Credit Unions and a Buy- 
ing Club under the auspices of the St. 
Francis Xavier cooperative movement. 
The next spring, however, he was back 
in the pulpit as supply preacher for'a 
small congregation on the west coast 
of Cape Breton Island and shortly there- 
after he received a call to a church at 
St. Croix, a village some forty miles by 
road from Halifax. 

At St. Croix he had three churches, 
the men at two of them being miners 
in a gypsum quarry which was closed 
down the first three months of each 
year. There was evident need for cheap 
credit, so Bob organized a Credit Union 
Gohich is now one of the most thriving 
in Nova Scotia. In addition, he ex- 
pounded the message of common owner- 
ship of the means of production and 
social planning to meet human needs, 
enlisting members for the Fellowship 
for a Christian Social Order and estab- 
lishing a core of progressive people 
whose work resulted in a strong CCF 
vote in the national elections of 1945. 


At Home In Taymouth 
In 1941 he moved to his present pas- 


toral charge of Taymouth, New Bruns- ~ 
wick, on the Nashwaak River north of | q ii 
Fredericton, the provincial capital. He is | 
the pastor of seven churches located in ; 
that mixed farming and pulpwood-cut- | 
ting region. Here he is among friends, © 
for his congregations are made up of | 
working people who respect his pro- 
gressive preaching and social action. The }, } | 
absence of wealthy members is evident | 
when one-examines the annual report of — 
the pastoral charge for 1944. The work © 
is financed almost entirely by small an- i i 
nual pledges from members, the largest 
i 
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of which in 1944 was fifty dollars. The 
total raised during the year was slightly 
over three thousand dollars of which 
$1600 went to the minister as his sti- 
pend. On this modest salary, Bob Bath 


f 
supports his wife and three children, i 
keeps in touch with world events and y 
current thought, and manages to attend i 
conferences in various parts of Canada. 
Of these congregations, their pastor (| 
says: i 
“They are hungry for the powet and | 
guidance of the Gospel of Brotherhood. || 
Soviet friendship is heard often, anti- — i} 
Semitism is expdsed, six copies of THE | 
PROTESTANT are circulated monthly— | 
all with acceptance. On V-E and V-J || 
days good congregations were out and | 
the churches were decorated with || 
British, American, Soviet and Chinese | 
flags. During the fall and winter I carry | 
a brief-case full of progressive literature || 
that is spread on a front pew every Sun- | 
day—the people sign for them, one week 
for a pamphlet, two weeks for a book. 
This seems to be quite popular. Study 
groups are conducted during the winter. 
This year we plan to use Anna Roches- 
ter’s Why Farmers Are Poor.” 


When petitions were being circulated 
to have the government restore prop- 
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erties which had been confiscated early 
in the war from the pro-Soviet wing of » 
he Ukranian Canadians (and which had 


several cases been sold by the govern- 
ent to the anti-Soviet Ukranian nation- 
alists for a fraction of their value), Bob 
Bath’s congregations supplied 125 sig- 
matures—a figure which is more than 
fty per cent of the total membership 
of his seven churches. 

In the campaign for clothing and 
oney for Russian relief, the generosity 
of his community surprised the central 
committee in Fredericton. 


Preaching Good News In Politics 
Possibly the supreme test of his con- 


|gregations’ sympathy to date came dur- 
jing the provincial and federal elections 
‘Hin 1944 and 1945. Instrumental in or- 
| ganizing one of the best farmer constitu- 


ency clubs in the Cooperative Common- 


‘wealth Federation east of Manitoba, Bob 


Bath was chosen as the CCF candidate 
in his district in both elections. During 
the four weeks preceding each election, 
he addressed meetings six nights a week, 
canvassed his constituency, prepared and 
delivered broadcasts. All this in addition 
to conducting four church services each 


| Sunday. Before and after the elections 
| he was attacked bitterly by churchmen 
jin other parts of the province. Some of - 
| his opponents clipped his picture from 
,| the newspapers, pasted it on the outside 


of envelopes‘and wrote, also on the out- 
side of the envelopes, such comments 
as: “Some people put their religion in 
the attic and chase after an ideology 
such as the CCF.” An agent of the Sun 


| Life Assurance Company wrote: “I am 


very sorry as a member of First United 
Church, Bathurst, that you have decided 


| to enter politics. I will watch with in- 


terest in the hope that I will read of 
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your resignation as a minister of the 


United Church.” While he thinks he 
has received such attacks ‘‘from all the 
crackpots in the country,” Bath says that 
in his own community “strange as it 
may seem, no complaint or feeling what- 
ever that I could sense existed because 
of my recent political activities.” 


Another form of opposition, more 
difficult to take, was that from 
leaders of the CCF outside his constitu- 
ency. He had accepted the nomination 
in the federal campaign only after the 
local organization had agreed to his pol- 
icy of ruling out red-baiting and anti- 
Soviet sentiment of the kind indulged 
in by some of the national heads of the 
CCF party. Pressure against him from 
other sections of the CCF was such that 
he twice attempted to resign as candi- 
date, but the local organization stood 
firm and told the provincial leaders to 
keep their hands off. Bath will not re- 
treat from his position of friendship for 
the Soviet Union, which he described in 
a United Churchman article as “heir to 
the Christian tradition.” As a result he 
is currently very unpopular with those 
members of his party who supported the 
Polish “Government”? in London and 
who go along with Ernest Bevin’s 
foreign policy. 

While he received only about 14 per 
cent of the votes cast, Bath feels that his 
campaigning resulted in a spread of 
ptogressive sentiment in a decidely con- 
servative region. And that is something 
to gladden the heart of such a preacher. 


Protesting against this biographical 
piece, he said: “Actually, I am just an 
ordinary country minister who hates op- 
pression and loves the people.” 


But that is exactly why this article was 
written. 


REACTION IN BRAZIL 
By ANDREW GORDON 


—The fate of Vargas is comparable to that of the President of Venezuela 
who also was ousted while democratizing his country and legalizing the 
Communists. It is noteworthy that the Venezuelan putschists were alsom, 
recognized immediately by the United States. 


ile THE MIDDLE THIRTIES the Integral- 

istas or Green Shirts built up a nation- 
wide fascist movement in Brazil. They 
were liberally subsidized by the Italian 
and German embassies and they relied 
on the support of the big German minor- 
ities in Southern Brazil (in the provinces 
of Santa Catarina, Parana, and Rio 
Grande do Sul) and of the pro-fascist 
sector of the big Italian community of 
Sao Paulo. In the vanguard of their sup- 
porters were numerous Roman Catholic 
bishops who came out with a special 
manifesto in favor of Integralismo. “In- 
tegralismo deserves the full sympathy of 
_ the Church,” said Manuel, then Bishop 
of Fortaleza. “It zs well known that our 
sympathies lie with Integralismo,” pro- 
claimed Francisco; Bishop of Cuiaba. 
“The Integralistas deserve the blessings 
of the Lord and of Catholic Brazil,” 
‘enunciated Antonio, Bishop of Jabotica- 
bal. Similar statements were made by 
some fifteen other bishops. 

The unqualified endorsement granted 
by the Church not only to Integralismo, 
but to all kinds of fascist movements was 
set down in a book which deserves special 
attention. It carries the title: Solidarity 
and the Fascist Systems—Fascism, Na- 
tional Socialism, Salazarismo, Integralis- 
mo, and was written by a Brazilian priest 
of German origin, named Padre Everar- 
do Guilherme. (It was published by Em- 
presa Editora ABC Ltd., Rio de Janeiro. ) 

The Integralistas attempted to oust 
President Vargas by force in 1938, but 
failed. They were then outlawed by Var- 


gas (who was running his own brand of ¥ 
fascist state) and their chief, Plinio Sal-@ 
gado, went into a very comfortable exile # 
in Portugal, where he could boast of the} 
friendship of Cardinal Cerejeira, head of © 
Portugal's Roman Catholic Church. | 

The failure of the 1938 Integralista ¥ 
coup did not eliminate Axis sympathizers 
in the Roman Catholic Church of Brazil. 9 
The Church became a haven for pro-Axis 
German, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese § 
priests to such an extent that Brazilian 
patriots established an organization in ¥ 
1941 with the specific purpose of pro- | 
moting an indigenous clergy. 


Dom Carlos Duarte Costa, then Bish- 


op of Maura, who now heads Brazil’s ) 
anti- Vatican Catholic Apostolic Brazilian 7 
Church, published an ‘astounding and 7 
documented expose in the September 
1942 issue of his review, Mensageiro de © 
N. S. Menina, of the participation of © 
members of the Brazilian clergy in pro- 
Axis espionage. 

In Monte Alegre (province of Minas 7 
Gerais) a German priest named Carlos ) 
Oscar Bitner was arrested for transmit- 
ting information of military importance © 
to the Axis by means of his clandestine 
transmitting set. The Salesian College of | 
the township of Cuiaba was so packed | 
with anti-United Nations propagandists _ 
that one of its inmates, a patriotic Brazil- 7 
ian from Sao Paulo, felt compelled to 
report to the authorities. | 

In the interior of Brazil, Indian chil- © 
dren were taught the Italian Fascist youth 
song, the Giovinezza, by Italian Fascist 


it ; Neh aay, ea ; by ty 
| 1945. 
| priests. In the southern part of the prov- 
| ince of Mato Grosso—which borders on 
Paraguay as well as on the Argentine ter- 
} ritory of Misiones, always a hotbed of 
Nazi activities—in the locality of Dour- 
} ados two Franciscan monks of German 

origin, Frei Pedro and Frei Antonino, 


} had to be arrested because they made 
'}] topographical surveys of this area. 


In the May 23, 1945, issue of the daily . 


| Diario Da Noite the former Bishop of 
Maura denounced Papal Nuncio Bento 
Aloisi Masella as one of the leading spies 
of the Axis. He announced that he had 


‘} presented documentary proofs to the 
'§) General Staff of the Brazilian Army and 


demanded the trial of the Papal Nuncio 


‘} on charges of high treason. But Brazil’s 
“§ National Security Tribunal—which usu- 


} ally interferes promptly with any sort 


0% of democratic activity—failed to inter- 
»} vene. The charge was quietly sidetracked 


and then conveniently silenced. No sanc- 
tions by the Vatican against the Nuncio 
have been reported. 


| This then was the record of the pre- 
| dominant sector of Brazil’s Roman Cath- 
olic Church during World War II and 
on the eve of the popular drive to liqui- 
date the Estado Novo, the corporative 
| State established by President Vargas. 


_UDN Became Putschists’ Party 


During 1945 there was a significant 
resurgence of democratic forces in Bra- 
zil. Although technically the Estado 
Novo constitution was still in force de 
facto democratic legality had been rees- 
tablished. The election campaign was in 
full swing, freedom of press and of as- 
sociation prevailed, at least for the time 
being. The first steps towards Brazil’s 
democratization had been put into prac- 
tice. 

_ When late in the Spring of 1945 Luiz 
Carlos Prestes, the Communist leader, 
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whom the Brazilian people affectionately _ 


call their “Knight of Hope’ (O Cava- 


leiro da Esperanca), was released from 
prison, the situation in Brazil was as 
follows: 

The partisans of the status quo rallied 
around the candidacy of War Minister 
General Eurico Gaspar Dutra, a man 
with notorious military-fascist leanings. 

The UDN (Uniao Democratica Na- 
cional — National Democratic Union) 
upheld the presidential candidacy of 
Brigadier General Eduardo Gomes. But 
the UDN, instead of remaining a broad, 
democratic front uniting all popular 
forces became an extremely conservative 
outfit. It was increasingly controlled by 
professional old-time politicians, repre- 


‘senting the interests of the agrarian oli- 


garchy, such as ex-President Arturo Ber- 
nardes and Julio Prestes (no relation to 
Luiz Carlos Prestes). Increasing influ- 
ence was wielded within the UDN by 
Assis Chateaubriand, the Brazilian 
Hearst and owner of the newspaper chain 
Diarios Asociados (Associated News- 
papers). Chateaubriand was also consid- 
ered to be the representative of reaction- 
ary foreign financial interests within the 
UDN. Notorious former fascists, such as 
Francisco Campos, the author of the Es- 
tado Novo constitution, and Roman 
Catholic reactionaries, such as Tristao 
Athayde, joined the UDN. General Go- 
mes, whose personal honesty and good 
faith were never in doubt, became a pris- 
oner of these forces. The left wing of the 
UDN, united in a group called Esguerda. 
Democratica (Democratic Left) under 
the leadership of the liberal Joao Man- 
gabeira, included most of the genuinely 
democratic elements of the UDN, but | 
had small influence. The extreme left, 
formerly connected with the UDN, de- 
finitely broke away from it. 


Perhaps the most significant reason 
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for the shift within the UDN was that 
many of its influential elements con- 
tinued to advocate a forceful coup to 
oust President Vargas even when Vargas 
—for whatever motives of his own— 
granted one democratic concession after 
the other. It is hard to avoid the impres- 
sion that what this “‘putschist’’ sector of 
the UDN objects to is not so much the 
Estado Novo as its liquidation. 

When Prestes was released from pris- 
on, although most of the leaders of the 
UDN had sabotaged the campaign for 
his amnesty or at best had taken a very 
lukewarm part in it, they tried to exert 
pressure on him to pool his forces with 


_ those of the UDN. 


Prestes however did not pledge him- 
self to the support of either of the two 
candidates. He pointed out that neither 
of them had a program to provide a pro- 
gressive solution of Brazil’s basic prob- 
lems. Brazil’s traditional economy, based 
on the export of a few staple items, such 
as coffee and cotton, is in decline, the 
items themselves supplanted from for- 
eign markets by cheaper products of bet- 
ter quality. Brazil’s agricultural produc- 
tion is sorely in need of reorganization. 


' Most of the key positions in the Brazil- 


ian economy are controlled by foreign 
financial interests, and hence Brazil needs 
to undertake a crusade for economic 
emancipation. Brazil has to establish its 
own heavy industry; but, as the expan- 
sion of Brazilian industry depends upon 
the existence of an internal market, there 
must be agrarian reform. The bulk of 
Brazil’s population is illiterate, under- 
nourished, suffering from and decimated 
by chronic diseases such as syphilis, tu- 
berculosis and verminosa. To tackle and 
solve these problems, internal democracy 
and political stability are required. 
Prestes was definitely against any put- 
schist “‘solutions.’’ He insisted that the 


process of democratization must be car- | 
ried out in a peaceful way and urged sup- __.. 
port for those measures of the Vargas. |. 
government which were consistent with |. 
this policy. in 
Prestes was perhaps the only man in 4) 
Brazil who had the moral authority to ls 
proceed in this way. He spent nine years 3%, 
of solitary confinement in the prisons of _ }, 
Vargas. His wife, Olga Benario Prestes, . 4 
had been delivered while pregnant to the . y, 
Nazi Gestapo by the police of Vargas, | 
and gave birth to her daughter in a Ger-_;, 
man prison. Olga died later in a Nazi... 
concentration camp. If there ever was a . 
man who had reason to be bitter against . 
Getulio Vargas, it was Luiz Carlos Pres- 
tes. He could .easily have embarrassed 
Vargas’ position in many ways, but, in | 
the belief of Prestes, the interests of his — 
country required that he should forget — 
his personal grievances. “Let bygones be — 
bygones!’ were his first words when | 
leaving the prison. 


Communists Against Feudalism 
The program of Prestes may be sum- i 
med up in the following terms: Brazil- 
ian labor suffers less from capitalist ex- 
ploitation than from the lack of capital- 
ist development. Therefore, not the so- 
cialist revolution, but the capitalist-demo- 
cratic revolution is on the order of the 
day, i.e., the breaking up of the feudal 
economy and the industrialization of the _ 
country in cooperation with the progres- 
sive sector of the native industrialists. 
With this approach, which takes into 
consideration the semi-colonial, depen- 
dent nature of Brazil’s economy, the 
party of Prestes, the Brazilian Commu- 
nist Party, emerged from its under- 
ground status, acquired full legality and, 
as the political expression of the Bra- 
zilian working class, was joined by hun- 


~ 
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Hreds of thousands of members within a 
ew months. Acknowledging the com- 
on interest of labor and the native in- 
ustrialists in the economic emancipa- 
ion of Brazil, the MUT (Movimiento 
Unificador de Trabalhadores—W orkers’ 
nifying Movement) emerged as the 
genuine trade union organization of the 
Brazilian working class, despite the dis- 
Stl pleasure of the Estado Novo bureaucracy 
‘which had exercised complete control 
iit! over Brazilian labor. 

&) Thus the Brazilian Communists, far 
it from advocating social revolution, were 
a bent upon the initiation of an industrial 
“Mera, and far from nurturing subversive 
plans were doing their best to avoid civil 
wat. 

Despite these undeniable facts, ‘the 
.| Roman Catholic Church rushed into the 
arena of day-to-day politics with a “‘Cru- 
sade Against Communism.” 


Catholic Electoral Leagues 

‘Sao Paulo was chosen as the main bat- 
tlefield in the Church’s political cam- 
paign. Sao Paulo, the “industrial heart” 
™} not only of Brazil, but also of Latin 
lt} America, has more than half a million 
‘| industrial workers. On July 15, 130,000 
‘| people had crowded the Pacaembu Sta- 
dium of Sao Paulo to acclaim Prestes as 
the leader of the progressive forces of 
Brazil. 


The Jesuits, the Elite troops of the 
| Roman Catholic Church, went into ac- 
tion in Sao Paulo. Jesuit Father Roberto 
Saboya de Medeiros launched his ‘‘Cru- 
sade Against Communism” and organ- 
ized a big anti-Communist demonstra- 
tion of the Praca de Se. The next step 
was the formation of Catholic Electoral 
Leagues. 

The Rio morning paper, O Jornal, 
which must know what is going on since 
it is controlled by Assis Chateaubriand, 
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reported on August 31, 1945: “The or- 
ganization of the Catholic voters is mak- 
ing great progress throughout Brazil... . 
The campaign is carried out according to 
the instructions of the Catholic Electoral 
League. Generally speaking, all the 
priests and padres dedicate themselves to 
the organization of the Catholic electo- 
rate, (Our emphasis) The Church does 
not take sides in the electoral campaign, 
as both candidates are faithful Catholics, 
but is making preparations to defend, by 
means of the Catholic electorate, those 
principles which have always formed 
the very core of our political life. This 
led the Church to continue the fight 
against Communism and extend it to the 
electoral field, by warning the Catholics 
against possible mistakes in the choice of 
their candidates. . . . Right now, a week 
of Social Studies is being held in Minas 
Gerais, with ‘Fight Communism!’ as its 
main subject. This anti-Communist cam- 
paign will assume much bigger propor- 
tions in the near future, following a defi- 
nite plan. Soon a special meeting of 
bishops will take place to coordinate 
methods of fighting Communism. The 
Archbishop of Sao Paulo, Dom Carlos 
Carmelo Vasconcellos Motta is actually 
in Rio de Janeiro. . . . Despite the alleg- 
edly private character of his visit, it may 
be expected that he will carry out con- 
sultations with other dignitaries of the 
Church, as well as with Catholic laymen, 
tackling problems of national impor- 
tance.” 

Subsequently, well-informed sources 
told this correspondent that Dom Carlos 
collected 10,000 Brazilian contos ($500,- 
000) to establish a special fund to cover 
the expenses of the “Anti-Communist 
Crusade.” Reported among the alleged 
contributors were: Papal Count Matar- 
azzo, one of Brazil’s wealthiest industri- 
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alists and Martinelli, another well-known 
industrialist. 


The Political Machine 

Beside the Catholic Electoral League, 
the Church uses numerous channels and 
a variety of methods to make its influence 
felt in politics. 

First of all, it uses the religious orders. 

The most outstanding role in this respect 
is played by the Jesuits. The aforemen- 
tioned Jesuit Father Roberto Saboya de 
Medeiros controls the Centro de Accao 
Social (Center of Social Action), which 
is the main point in Sao Paulo for the 
propagation of the political ideas spon- 
sored by the Church. This same Jesuit 
Father is also in charge of the Institute 
of Social Law, which is subsidized by 
leading Sao Paulo industrialists, such as 
Roberto Simonsen and Carlos Pinto Al- 
vez. Jesuit influence is particularly strong 
in Pernambuco. Jesuit Father Arlindo 
Vieira is one of the most active propa- 
gandists of clerical fascism. 
The Church also possesses specialists 
in Salazarismo (Portuguese fascism), 
such as Monsenor Jose Maria Alves de 
Rocha, as well as the religious orders of 
Sagrados Coracoes (Sacred Hearts) and 
the Salesians. 

The old flirtation between reactionary 
Roman Catholicism and the fascist Integ- 
ralistas has revived. During the first fort- 
night of September, the Brazilian press 

(including many organs supporting Go- 
mes) gave publicity to. an extensive man- 
ifesto of Integralista chieftain, Plinio Sal- 
gado, sent from Portugal. Salgado pres- 
ents the Integralistas as “‘good Catholics” 
whose only wish is to “contribute polit- 
ically to safeguard spiritual principles.” 
Integralista outfits such as the Brazilian 
Syndicalist League are allegedly financed 
by clerical fascist circles. 


Clerical fascism goes in for many pub- 
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lications. One of the organs at its dispo 7 


sition is Brasil-Portugal. Just one sample 
item: according to Brasil-Portugal head- 
lines on September 14, “Russian Nazism 
is the worst totalitarianism in the world!” 
The Rio weekly Uniao and the weekly 


Reaccao Brasileira, the organ of the In-¥ 
tegralistas, fall into the same category as] 


Brasil-Portugal. : 
In Sao Paulo, the clerical fascist week- 


ly Legionario editorializes in its Septem- 


ber 9 copy: “Catholics have the obliga- 


tion of listening to the voice of the} 


Church. . . . The Catholic Electoral 
League is an absolutely necessary organi 


zation at the moment. It will tell us for 7 


whom we are supposed to vote. .. .”” The 
addresses of no less than 186 offices of 
the Catholic Electoral League are listed 
in that single copy of Leg/onario, all of 


them in Sao Paulo. The posters of the © 
League are visible all over the city, in- 7 
cluding shop windows. The League’s in- 7 
spiration may be traced back to Father 7 
Charles E. Coughlin, whose publications 7 
are displayed in newspaper kiosks in Sao 7 


Paulo. 
All these organs have, however, a rel- 


atively small circulation. Red-baiting on © 
a much bigger scale is carried on by Dia- 
r10s Asociados, the newspaper chain of 7 
Assis Chateaubriand. Well - informed 7 
sources in Brazil are convinced that this 7 | 


campaign is subsidized by the clerical 
fascist sector of Brazilian Roman Cathol- 
icism and that Jose Eduardo Macedo Soa- 


res, editorial Red-baiter No. 1 of Diario | 
Carioca, is on a special payroll receiving © | 


a regular monthly allowance. 


Clericals Influence Candidates 


These efforts of the Church are now © 


reflected in the political platforms of 
both presidential candidates. 


Brigadier Gomes proved extremely 


accessible to clerical fascist influence, In ft 


t speech delivered recently in Belo Hori- 


ipzonte, Gomes declared: ‘Fascism, Com- 


Jmunism and Nazism are equally totali- 
varian!’’ Pro-Gomes propaganda in Minas 


erais took the following line, without 


‘i @being officially disavowed by the UDN: 
1) ‘Brazilians! Before the Communists rise 
§to power with the support of the present 


government, let us put Brigadier Gomes 


into the Presidency as he is a Catholic 
Jand anti-Communist!” 


General Dutra, also a devout Roman 


§Catholic, is called by his partisans “the 


Senemy No. 1 of Communism in Brazil.” 
‘JIn his first campaign speech, Dutra made 
(}the following statement: “We are en- 


gaged in a ruthless fight against the 


Jenemies of the Catholic Church, of 
| Christian civilization, of the concept of 
ithe Fatherland, of the economic and 


social order. . . . Therefore let us close 


J our ranks against the common enemy!” 


Then Came the Coup 

The coup of October 30 which un- 
seated President Getulio Vargas, the 
founder of the Estado Novo, also de- 
posed the man who, whatever his mo- 
tives, gave the popular forces a chance to 
reorganize. With his platform, aiming 
at economic emancipation, Prestes had 
rallied important revolutionary currents 
within the nation. Contact was estab- 


lished with progressive industrialists 
| headed by Joao Daudt de Oliveira, presi- 


dent of commercial associations in Rio, 
and a charter of social peace between 
labor and employers was discussed. 


| Middle class groups sympathizing with 


Prestes began organizing across the na- 
tion in the Partido Democratico Progres- 


| ista under the direction of the former 


deputy, José Cafe Filho. In August, 
Prestes came out for a Constituent As- 
sembly in place of the presidential elec- 
tions scheduled for December 2—the 
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Constituent Assembly to abolish the 
Estado Novo immediately and to draft a 
new, democratic constitution calling 
thereafter for presidential elections. Un- 
less the Estado Novo is abolished who- 
ever is elected president, whether Dutra 
or Gomes, is in a position to close parlia- 
ment at any time and to drive the popu- 
lar forces underground. 

People supporting Getulio Vargas 
joined in this demand with the slogan, 
“We want Vargas and a Constituent 
Assembly.” Commenting on this, Pres- 
tes said: “I have no commitments except 
with the people. If the personal objec- 
tives of Vargas coincide with ours, it 1s 
the fault of history.”’ 

Agitation for a Constituent Assem- 
bly increased and Vargas appeared will- 
ing to yield to popular pressure. 

Thereupon, Army rightwingers be- 
came particularly frightened. General 
Valentin Benicio da Silva, Commander 
of the First Military Area, in a famous 
order of the day in August hinted at dis- 
satisfaction in the Army, foreshadowing 
active intervention. The expeditionary 
forces returning to Brazil were dissolved 
and effectives were merged with other 
units for fear that they had become too 
democratic in Europe and might oppose 
the projected coup. 

Feudal landowners were alarmed by 
the prospect of land reform. 

The organization of the Integralis- 
tas was tolerated as a potential barrier to 
Prestes. 

A whispering campaign of slander 
started in Rio, charging Prestes with 
working with Russian money. _ 

North American big business men 
were alarmed by the mass basis of the 
progressive movement in Brazil and its 
possible repercussions throughout the 
continent. U. S. Ambassador Berle, in a 
speech on September 30, spoke publicly 
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against a Constituent Assembly. This 
was interpreted as support for Gomes. 

Gomes then made a most violent de- 
mand for a coup. 

General Pedro Aurelio de Goes Mon- 
teiro, Minister of War, who earlier had 
pledged himself to resist any coup, sold 
out Vargas and joined Gomes. The put- 
schists proceeded, convinced that Vargas 
was persona non grata in the United 
States because of the concessions he had 
made to the Left. This last seems to be 
-confirmed by the recognition accorded to 
the new Linhares Government in spite 
of the evidently forceful ousting of 
Vargas. 

The coup was accompanied by the 
same kind of anti-Communist provoca- 
tion as was engineered by Goes Monteiro 
in 1937 when Vargas established the Es- 
tado Novo. Assertions concerning the al- 
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masses, we must take the risk of offense and expose them. Those who 4 
advance evil through good will be punished. God can take care of 
Himself, Let these schemers beware!—T he Editor. | 


NE SUNNY morning in 1531, just 

ten years after Hernan Cortes had 
completed his three-year conquest of 
Mexico, an Aztec named “Juan Diego” 
was strolling in the hills outside Teno- 
chtitlan, whose ruins, mute witness that 
conquest had not been easy, were slowly 
being rebuilt to become Mexico City. As 
“Juan Diego” walked along, he heard a 
soft, sweet voice calling him. He went 
up a little hill and there beheld a beauti- 
ful woman, bronze-brown like himself, 
and speaking to him in his own tongue. 
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leged discovery of incriminating docu 
ments and arms depots in the Commu: 
nist headquarters resemble pretexts fo 
the adoption of reprisals against the Lef 
under the disguise of redemocratizing 
the country. The house arrest of Prestes 
and the temporary ban on his journalis-7 


significant. 
The continued demand of the Com- 
munists for a Constituent Assembly,) 
after the removal of Vargas, contradicts 
the charges of their connivance with him. 
The fate of Vargas is comparable to 
that of the President of Venezuela who | 
also was ousted while democratizing hi 
country and legalizing the Communists, 


= 


schists were also recognized immediately 4 
by the United States. ~ 


“Know, O smallest of my sons,” she ; 
said, ‘that Iam the Virgin Mary, mother ~ 
of the True God, Lord of Heaven and © 
Earth, Maker of all. Here shall be built — 
a shrine at which I may manifest my 
love and my pity, my, protection and my © 
help; for I am your pious mother, mother — 
of all who dwell in this land and of all — 
who love me and pray to me and seek 
me and believe in me. Here shall I hear 
your woes and ease your sorrow and — 
pain.” 


4 
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\Suadalupe, that hundreds of Roman 
+ es notables from North and South 
erica paid homage on October 12, 
Hee. Among these notables were Car- 
(inal J. M. Rodrigue Villeneuve, Arch- 
“Gbishop of Quebec, Legate of Pope Pius 
XII; Archbishop Robert E. Lucey of San 
HAntonio, Texas; and nearly fifty addi- 
Wtional high-ranking prelates, of whom 
uuten were from the United States and 
Canada. Worshipping at the Dark Vir- 
gin’s shrine with them, during ‘‘Guada- 
lupe Week,”’ were perhaps 50,000 of 
§ Mexico’s poorest of the poor. 

If the homage rendered to the Virgin 
jof Guadalupe in Mexico City last Octo- 
ber 12 had only religious significance, 
Wthen all devout and sincere Roman Cath- 
Wolics might well give that homage their 
jwholehearted approval, for the Dark 
Virgin represents a genuinely mass be- 
lief. But was the purpose of the cere- 
mony, for the organizers and hierarchical 
participants, a purely religious one? Let 
them tell you in their own words. 

“Your brothers and fathers were vic- 

Pope Pius XII opened the ceremonies 
with a special address by radio. He told 
the thronging worshippers: 

“Your brothers and fathers were vic- 
tims of persecution, but in defense of 
Her (the Virgin) they did not hesitate 
to face death itself with cries of ‘Viva 
Cristo Rey! Viva la Virgen de Guada- 
lupe!’ Now it is your turn to hold steady 
your posts, aware of your rights, heads 
up against the enemy of today and al- 
ways.” 

- But his Mexican hearers remembered 
that the cries of ‘““Long Live King Christ 
and Long Live the Virgin of Guadalupe” 
had accompanied one of the most fero- 
cious outbreaks of pseudo-religious sav- 
agery ever seen in America, in which 


Mexico’s ‘“‘Cristeros” tortured and muti- 


It was to this Dark Virgin, Mary of | 


“ 
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lated defenseless young men and women 
for trying to teach Indian children how 
to read and write, lined up train pas- 
sengers and machine-gunned them for _ 
sport and target-practice, and were 

finally crushed by the Mexican army 
after violent fighting. They also re- 

membered that these ‘brothers and 

fathers,” far from being victims of “per- 

secution,” were often on the payrolls of 

certain oil and mining interests, and that 

many of them still are today. 

And they know full well that the 
ruler of the Vatican is telling Mexican 
Catholics of 1945 to be ready again to 
commit the crimes perpetrated by the 
Cristeros twenty years ago. 

But the political goal of the Guada- 
lupe ceremonies was really outlined by 
Cardinal Villeneuve, as papal legate. He 
lamented that “some persons’ do not 
have a proper attitude toward the Roman 
ideal of a Corporate State. He said: 

“Such people do not understand the 
true corporativism sponsored by the 
Church. Pius XI held that the reign of , 
justice and charity may be achieved in 
economic and social relations by setting 
up professional or inter-professional 
groups or corporations, founded on gen- 
uinely Christian bases. Each corporation 
would be the legally constituted associa- 
tion of all members of the profession; 
and their activities, within it, would con- 
verge in search of the common welfare 
of all members of society. Thus, corpo- 
rate professions would produce a triple 
benefit, that is, economic, professional 
and social. Politics, in the electoral sense 
of the word, would be excluded.” 

Cardinal Villeneuve, apparently, 
doesn’t realize that the Mexican people 
believe that a war has been fought and 
won against precisely his kind of system 
in Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany and 
that one is still going on against Falangist 
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Spain, nor that the people of Latin 
America, for the past hundred years, 
have been fighting to include ‘‘politics 
in the electoral sense of the word,” in 
their social and economic systems. 

The “‘liberal’” American Archbishop 
Robert E. Lucey of San Antonio permit- 
ted himself to be used by those who 
plan a corporativist Christian American 
Hemisphere. He urged: 

“Enough of defeat and retreat. We 
must advance as soldiers of Christ to 
put the Church where it should be, at 
the head of mankind. The problems of 
our day will not be solved unless the in- 
fluence of the Church is made to be felt 
in all phases of human life. The enemies 
of God are legion and they will not yield 
to His Divine Will until they see the 
drama of dynamic Christianity in ac- 
tion.” 

Just what kind of “dynamic action” 
will be needed to convince these “‘en- 
emies’’ was explained by one of Latin 
America’s most powerful Jesuits, Father 


, Julio J. Vertiz, who “inspires” Mexico's 


pro-fascist Nationalist Action Party. Said 
Father Vertiz: 

“The Royalty of Mary makes it abso- 
lutely necessary to fight for victory in 
the public and political field. Catholics 
“must insist that political power be ex- 
ercised Catholically, that is, that public 
institutions, laws and governments be 
filled with the purest spirit of Christ. 
Those who do not aspire to this, by that 
very fact cease to be Catholics, for they 
disown the very essence of the royal 
rights of Christ. We must be ready to 
die, to sacrifice everything and every- 
body, totally, for Her who is Queen with 
the very Royalty of Christ the King. She 
is the only one through whom Christ 
may reign over us, so that Mexico may 
finally be what our Latin sister, French 
and Catholic Canada, has already be- 


. Saenz de Urturi, 


come: The Kingdom of Mary fully real- #7 
ized upon earth.” : 
And Mexican Archbishop Luis Maria 
Martinez does not think that these plans 
for a corporative state, forcefully im- 
posed, should be limited to Mexico. He 
said: 
“We believe now that the frontiers 

of our fatherland are very confining for § 
the glory of Mary of Guadalupe and the ¥ 
triumphal expansion of our love. That 
is why we have called here to praise Mary 
all the nations of the Americas, so that 
the glorification of today will have for 
its precious stage the whole vast and 
splendid territory of America.” And 
later he added: “After the frightful wat 
which shook the world, with all Europe 
laid waste, we feel, more than merely 
think, that the union of all America is 
an inevitable necessity.” 
Thus one can grasp a clear picture of 
the political scheming that went on be- 
hind the scenes in Mexico City this Oc- 
tober. The goal is American unity in a 
corporative, “non-political” state. Put 
the declarations of Pope Pius XII, Car- 
dinal Villeneuve, Archbishop Lucey, 
Father Vertiz and Archbishop Martinez © 
together and the plan is obvious. And 
when reports of the secret conferences 
that took place in Mexico City the sec- 
ond week of October filter through, as _ 
they always do, it is not improbable that — 
they will disclose that the master plan 
was laid down by a certain Francisco 
“representative of 
Spain and the Spanish clergy,’ who 
placed the arrows of the Falange along- 
side the Mexican flag at the Guadalupe 
Shrine. Saenz came to Mexico City di- 
rectly from a Havana conference with 
Pelayo Garcia Olay, master-mind be- 
hind Falange and Vatican intrigue in 
northern Latin America. 
But who are the enemies to be de- 


mb 


“In 1822”, he said, “came the germ 
»f disintegration, Masonry. Afterwards 
Jame that decrepit grandfather, Liberal- 
sm... Next came Positivism, imported 
From Europe . . . And today Commu- 
jhism is arriving .. . And from the North 
They are sending us Protestantism. All 
ire powerful enemies...” 

Masonry, Liberalism, Positivism (sci- 
nce, in this terminology), Communism 
i(the labor movement), and Protestant- 


hristianity) these are “the enemy” 
ope Pius XII referred to in his address, 
ithe “some persons” of Cardinal Ville- 
“neuve, “the enemies of God’ of Arch- 
bishop Lucey, those against whom must 
‘be won “the victory in the public and 
‘political field’ of which Jesuit Father 
1Vertiz spoke, and the ones against whom 
Jthe “union of America” must be forged, 
Haccording to Archbishop Martinez. 
1 The actions of these Roman overlords, 
, | who turned what might have been a dig- 
nified ceremony into a sounding-board 
for Church Fascism, did not go without 
reprimand. Mexican author Martin Luis 
Guzman, editor of the news review 
| Tiempo, which is usually pro-Vatican, 
wrote an editorial that bears quoting, for 
| it sums up what every decent Mexican, 
| Catholic, or non-Catholic, was saying at 
:)) the time. 
‘Abandonment of a defenseless and 
‘) ignorant people in the hands of this 
| subtle and experienced Church gravely 
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endangers Mexico’s future and falsifies 
Mexican intelligence. 

“Activities of the Roman Catholic 
Church which go beyond religious limits 
and civil restraint are a spiritual and ma- 
terial danger. History has shown repeat- 
edly that through such activities Roman 
Catholicism is made into a powerful 
weapon for political and social domina- 
tion... 

“Mexican. national unity cannot be 
achieved under the cloak of the Roman 
Catholic Church. On the contrary, such 
doctrines have always been and always 
will be an unyielding cause of dissen- 
SIONS cic 

Guzman’s house was stoned and he 
himself narrowly escaped slugging or 
worse just three days after his editorial 
was published. A group of shrieking 
men in a black Cadillac without license 
plates did the job. . . crying out ‘“‘Viva 
Cristo Rey’”’ as they fled. 

The easiest way to understand what 
the Roman hierarchy is aiming at in 
Latin America is to look at the “church 
states’ of Spain, Argentina and Por- 
tugal, where the “benign” corporative 
system is merely a front for dictatorships 
which negate all the rights of man, and 
worship, not God, but profits, where the 
individual is sold outright to the highest 
bidder among the international monop- 
olies. Nor does the fact that escaped Axis 
capital is still the highest bidder in those 
pitiable countries mean that some other 
monopoly under some other flag can- 
not be the ‘“‘godfather’’ of Church Fas-. 
cism in the Americas. 
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January 6-13—Protestant Week of Prayer 


Next January the Universal Week of Prayer enters its ninety-ninth observance. 
Commenced in 1846 its extension to the Mission fields, which took place shortly 
after, was a response to the request of missionaries, and today the response of mis- 
sionaries of all Societies, in this country and overseas, is such as to constitute 
missionary fellowship, the issues from which cannot be tabulated. . . . The aie 
of invitation for the observance next January is, for the first time, boned officiall i 


spirit of fellowship which the Universal Week of Prayer encourages. : 
A copy of the invitation and topics for universal Prayer can be obtained on ¥} 
application to the World’s Evangelical Alliance, 30 Bedford Place, London, W.C.1. 
HENRY MarTYN Goocu, Gen. Sec., _ 

W orld’s Evangelical Alliance 


Thinks Rev. ]. H. Lever Should Renew His Subscription 


The Rey. John H. Lever, who will not renew his subscription to ‘THE Pror- 
ESTANT because there is a Catholic on your staff, is making a mistake. I believe = 
that, if he would continue to read your magazine, in due time he would be able 
to overcome his antagonism to individuals of a different faith from his own. It is 7) 
one thing to despise the Catholic hierarchy, but quite another to hate individuals ¥ 
who through no fault of their own were brought up in a certain faith. I am sure 7 
that the Reverend’s Christian spirit will be considerably broadened by your mag- 
azine. He should continue to read it. a 

I have read your publication since its inception and have enjoyed every issue. 
While I was brought up in the German Lutheran Church, I am not a Christian 
any more, having long ago discarded all belief in a God and everything else 
supernatural. Nevertheless I am in perfect accord with what modern and up-to- 
date preachers are doing to remedy an outworn, moribund system so that we may 
enjoy the material abundance available in the richest country in the world. 

WILLIAM BOEKER 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Why Champion the Cause of the People? 


I sometimes wonder why it is that some among us will endure the hardship 
of being despised by those around them and continue to buck a wall of apparently 
impregnable Opposition, in order to champion the cause of the people. 

When I see the pain in the face of the mother whose dead hero will not return. 
from battle, the desperation of the unemployed father whose hungry family turn 
to him for bread in vain, the abused and broken body of a man whose crime was 
simply that of being Jewish, I know then—I have found my answer. 


WILLIAM THUMMA 
Ordnance Dept., U.S. Navy 


